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JOHNNY VALENTINE 


A VALENTINE. 
BOOSTER 


Sirs: 

After having watched wrestling for 
about 40 years from the days of 
Strangler Lewis and Joe Stecher lo the 
present time, 1 must admit that 
Johnny Valentine has more 1o offer 
the fans more consistently than 


anyone I ean remember. 
Here is wrestler that can do it all 
Me has outstanding defensive ability, à. 


terrific offense, takes à dot of 
punishment very. handily, and keeps 
and maintains good position in the 
ring at all times. 

1 have never seen Johnny Valentine 
in a bad match. He has made more 
promoters look good than any wrestler 
T ever knew of, 

Valentine has also given wrestling in 
"Texas а big shot in the arm in recent 
years. Some come to sce him win and 
Some come to see him lose, but the 
all come. 

His cranium buster and elbow drops 
are consistent winners. Although 1 
have read that he isan expert with the 
abdominal stretch and the atomic 
drop, Û have never seen him use these 
to win falls, 

Who is any beter? 

Victor J. Stevens 
Brownsville, Texas 


ГД 
GIRLS WIN — NEW © 
GOALS SUGGESTED 


si 


IDs here at last, The news in the 
paper, The N.Y, State Athletic 
Commission has reversed its ban on 
women wrestlers, The fight that you 
and Vivian Vachon have been fighting. 
has been won, Your guest appearances 
їп radio shows like Jack Spector and 
Marv Albert which 1 heard have paid 
off. 1 do hope that you will continue 
the fight to overrule the bans on Battle 
Royals and Masked Wrestlers and will 
come out with an editorial їп the 
Wrestling Monthly as soon as possible. 
area credit to the sport of 
and 1 like you very much: 


أ د 


e 
zer, Vivia 
Kroll 


pector, Norn 
ev 1 Dicke 


‘Take care and God bless you. 

Louis Pappas 

island. N.Y. 
(Editors. Note: Last year when 1 
accepted an appointment from the 
Wrestling Fans International 
Association's special committee to 
legalize girl wrestling in. those areas 
that did not allow tt, 1 decided that to 
do any good we had to sell more 
people on the idea than those we can. 
reach through editorials in our 
magazines. The wrestling fans ha 
always been in favor of girl wrestling, 
dut the general public had to 
convinced. With this in mind we laid. 


ош a publicity campaign in New York 
City. Miss Viviane Vacltone, one of the 
top girl wrestlers in the business, was 
Kind enough to lend her aid. Viviane 
and 1 made appearances on top New 
York radio programs, including Jack 
Spector on WMCA, Bob Fitzsimmons 
in WHN, Mary Albert оп WNBC, and. 
Scott’ Morrison оп the Mutual 
Network, We also personally contacted 
the New York State Athletic 
Commission and told. them of our 
feelings. Finally, after months of 
continual pressure, the commission 
gave in to our demands, But, we still 
feel there are many areas of change 
needed in professional wrestling. Some 
who agree might consider the opinions. 
expressed in Michael Amdr's column. 
оп page 61). 


WANTS MORE STORIES 
ON PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


Sirs 
I would like to thank both 
Wrestling Revue and Wrestling 
Monthly for your recent coverage of 
wrestlers in the great Pacific 
Northwest. The stories on Bulldog 
Brown, Freddy Baron, and the Seattle 
history of world title bouts ware 
‘excellent, Dean Silverstone is doing 
fantastic and | hope he keeps it up! 

Our area has some tremendous 
wirpstling talent, Wrestlers like Bulldog 
Brown (Pacific Coast Champ), Gene 
Kiniski, Don Leo Jonathan, Buck 
Ramstead, Bull Ramos, Emir Akbar, 
Iron Mike Webster, Bill Francis (son of 
the great Edmund Francis), John 
Foley, Red Pollard, Don MacTavish, 
Steven Little Bear, plus others too 
numerous to mention, Incidentally, 
Steven Little Bear came within a hair 
‘of dethroning world champ Dory 
Funk Jr recently. 

A thrilling bout took place recently 
in Bellingham, Washington, Bulldog 
Brown defended his title against Little 
Bear. In the third fall, Brown was 
almost beaten, so he hit referee Ray 
MeClarty and battered both Little 
Bear and McClarty without letup. Don 
Leo Jonathan came from the dressing 
room to take care of things, Did he 
evet! He opened up on the Bulldog 
and beat him badly. A few punches, a 
severe karate chop to the throat and to 

(Continued On Page 54) 
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PROMOTER’S 
CORNER 


By LARRY LEWIS 


HANDSOME HARLEY RACE 


1 feel somewhat strange writing this 
column since 1 don't consider myself a 
real promoter. True, 1 promoted. 
wrestling in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, but 1 
assistant of Gust 
the man 1 consider the most 
knowledgable in wrestling, who heads. 
the booking office in St. Joseph, It is 
Gust who makes the matches and does. 
the real work in making matches and 
bringing the top wrestling stars to 
Towa, 
1 have experienced a record year in 
Cedar Rapids and a great deal of credit 
due to the fine televised wrestling 
program, taped in Kansas City, that is 
seen in our ares. | understand that 


в 


Waterloo and Des Moines are also 
doing very well and 1 know that our 
spot shows in such places as Dubuque, 


Ottumwa, Fairfield, Washington, 
Marshalltown, and other spots have 
resulted in the greatest attendance ever 


experienced in Iowa wrestling history. 
The most popular favorite these 
ıs has to be Danny Little Bear. He 
and come up with 
mjaority of his matches 
during the past year, We had som 
classic matches involving Danny 
Took for more in the future. 
Handsome Harley Race and Roger 
"Rip" Kirby have both returned to. 
this area recently. These two always 
(Continued On Page 60) 
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Betty Niceol tells associate editor Jim Melby in no uncertain terms 


that she ie still the United States Wan 


10 


Wre We Select Th 


y Month. 


R.J. of Kansas City 
wants to know why 


Missouri, 
Betty 


Niccoli continues to claim the 
United States Women's 
Championship if it is true that 
she lost her title claim to Vivian 
Vachon in Winnipeg as was 
reported in the April issue of 
Wrestling Revue? 


We went right to the source to 
check this out, Betty had a lot to 
say on the subject, “First of all,” 
she stated, “I wrestled Vivian 
Vachon to a time-limit draw in 
Winnipeg. And besides that, my 
title was not on the line. 1 
demand that you print a 
retraction in your magazine sh 
your report was wrong, 

"I've had some tough matches 
this year," she continued, "I 
wrestles The Fabulous Moolah in 
Los Angeles, Besides holding the 


US. title I also have” the 
California State title, Moolah 
Fefused to put her title on the 


California’ between Moolah and Niccoli, The 
Fabulous one was the winner of the Hirst 


with her World's championship on the line, 


and Betty Niccoli won. the second, 
Which was for her California titie. 


ure That Invites You To 


ie Best And Answer 


ing reports, Was ta draw or did Vivian win 


line against me unless 1 


chance at the California title аз 
well, Two matches were 
arranged. One was for her title 


and one was for mine 

‘She won the first match and 
kept her title claim, In the 
second match, for the California 
championship, I beat her, but it 
was one of my hardest matches. 
She broke my nose and put me 
in the hospital where I needed an 
operation before 1 could return. 
to wrestling. 


t only answered 


your' question but gave Miss 
Niccoli a chance to state her 
Complaint as well. Our only 


explanation is that we did recieve 
а report that the Winnipeg match 
Was won by Vivian Vachon: 
Since Niccoli disputed this 
report we have given her a 
chance to tell her side 
magazine, we still feel that the 
is not a really genuine World 
Women's Champion. We would 
like to see some title matches in 
the near future featuring top gal 
like Мос Niccoli, and 
Vachon. Those three are 
probbaly the three closest to 
being a genuine champion and if 


they met in a round-robin with 
all titles at stake then women's 
Wrestling would have a real 


champion 


eeeeeeeeeee 
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DICK THE BRUISER AND THE CRUSHER 
ARE BACK TOGETHER AGAIN. 


By PAT LANGER. 


For many years the most 
successful tag team in al 
professional wrestling was that of 
Dick the Bruiser and The 
Crusher. They held the A.W.A. 
World's Tag Team 
Championship, the most coveted 
and most widely recognized tag 
title in all professional wrestling, 
оп several occassions 

Although they had teamed off 
for several years before that and 
were highly rated, their first 
major victory came іп 1963 
when they defeated Ivan 
Karl Kalmikoff and ended the 
Russians’ long reign as АЛУА. 
titleholders. 

It wasn't until 1965 that the 
team of Pretty Boy Larry Hennig 
and Handsome Harley Касе 
shocked the wrestling world by 
fighting their way to the title. 
The next two years saw many 
classic battles between 
Bruiser-Crusher and Hennig-Race 
combos, The title jumped back 
and forth two times during those 

In cities like Minneapolis, 
go, Denver, Winnipeg, 
Milwaukee, the bloody battles 
involving these two teams will 
never be forgotten, 

Anyway, Hennig was injured 
while he and Race were 
titleholders. Harley Race chose 
Chris Markoff as his new partner, 
and late in 1967 the title 
changed hands in Chicago twice 
with Wilbur Snyder and Pa 
O'Connor winning it from Race 
and Markoff and then losing it to 
а new Japanese duo of Mitsu 
Arakawa and Doctor Moto. 

After a year's reign, again 
sparked by many battles between 
Bruiser and Crusher and the 
Japanese champions, the Bruiser 
and The Crusher defeated 
‘Arakawa and Moto to win the 
itle in Chicago. This was justa 
few days before the end of 1967. 

For the next year and a half 
‘The Crusher and Dick the Bruiser 
reigned supreme as champions. 
Their most persistent challengers 
were a tag team from the 


The Crusher and Dick the Bruiser are one of the most vicious and. 
iiy. they are aiso one of the 


Dick the Bruiser slams th 


The Bruiser enjoys making his opponents bleed and Pretty Boy. 
Bobby Heenan has been a victim оп more than one occassion. 


a3 


A Bloody Crusher screams at Mad Dog 
Vachon as he is about 10 до on the at 
and give Mad Dog а taste of Vachon blood t 


motorcycle world known as The 
Chain Gang. Jack and Frank 
Dillinger, the two men who made 
up this team, came close, but 
were never able to win the title. 
«In the summer of 1969 Mad 
Dog Vachon entered the picture. 
He had long been one of the 
most bitter enemies of both The 
Crusher and Dick the Bruiser in 
lag team matches and mow he 
imported his brother Butcher 
Vachon as a tag team partner. 
‘The Vachon Brothers won the 
title from Bruiser and Crusher 
Late in August of 1969. Again 
Chicago was the scene of the title 
change. 

It was around this time that 
‘Phe Crusher and Dick the Bruiser 
gradually split up. There was no 

alling-out between the 
beer-drinking cousins, but rather 
they were both in such great 
demand as singles wrestlers that 
they didn't get to team as much. 
They had several brutal battles 
with the Vachons, probably the 
most notable one coming in 
e % Comiskey Park on 
August 14th, 1970, when they 
were matched inside a steel cage. 
‘The match drew close to 30,000 
"who paid a record 


148,000 to sce 

double main even 

Verne Gagne defend hi 

‘against Baron von Raschke in the 
her half. But The Bruiser and 


ER 


ie ег failed to win the 
title. 
ick the Bruiser was in such 
demand for singles matches in 
ities like Chicago, Indianapolis, 


and St. Louis, that he seldom 
had time ‘for tag team 
appearances. The Crusher, who 
was more intent on getting the 
Vachons, took on other partners 
in title matches when Bruiser was 
unavailable. Edouard Carpentier 
amd Bull Bullinski were two of 
the most notable. 

But the Vachons lost the title 
to Hercules Cortez and Red 
Bastein in Milwaukee on May 
15th, 1971. Just two months 
later the wrestling world was 
shocked by the heath of Hercules 
Cortez in an automobile accident. 
that also saw Bastein injured. 
After Bastein recovered from his 
injuries he chose The Crusher as 
his tag team partner and they 
became the new A.W.A. World's. 
Tag Team Champions. But, The 
Crusher and Bastein lost the title 
to the present champions, Nick 
Bockwinkel and Ray Stevens, in. 
Denver, Colorado. 

Bastein went on a 


Te: 
present 
D 


Texas Stal 
avy wei Champion. Th 
Crusher was determined to regain 
the title and that is when he got 
together with The Bruiser again. 

They have been working out 
for several weeks now in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, where 
Dick the Bruiser now makes his 
home. They have one goal in 
mind and that is to wîn the tag 
team championship. 

However, that is really 
translated into two goals because 
in addition to the АМА. 


This photo by Brian Bukantis truly captures 
the whole personality of The Bruiser and 
shows why he is known ax the most dangerous 
тешет inthe world. 


World’s Tag Team Championship 
they also want the World 
Wrestling Association Tag Team 
title that is currently held by 
Black Jack Lanza and Black Jack 
Mulligan, who are under the 
management to Pretty Boy 
Bobby Heenan. 

Dick the Bruiser is known as 


the World’s Most Dangerous 
Wrestler. He's well schooled in 
wrestling brutality and 


viciousness. He has faced The 
Black Jacks many times, and he 
knows what he is up against. 
That is why he is so eager to 
invite The Crusher down to 
Indianapolis to partner with him. 

The Crusher, on the other 
hand, has been wrestling with 
various partners and in singles 
matches against. Bockwinkel and 
Stevens in Milwaukee, Winnipeg, 
Minneapolis, Denver, Chicago, 
and St. Paul, He says that after 
he and Bruiser take care of the 
Black Jacks they will get rid of 
Ray and Nick also. 

Can Dick the Bruiser and The 
Crusher again become the 
A.W.A. World's Tag Team 
Champions? They have done it 
before and they are without a 


doubt the most potent 
challengers around. If they work 
together regularly they seem 


almost a certain bet to win the 
title. 

But with opponents like Black 
Jack Lanza and k Jack 
Mulligan, and like Ray Stevens 
and Nick Bockwinkel, in their 
pathway, anything can happen. 
All these wrestlers come from 
the brutality school fo 
professional wrestling. 

None will give any quarter or 
show any mercy in а wrestling 
match, When Bruiser and Crusher 
get into the ring the rule book is 
thrown away. And if possible, 
the Black Jacks and 
Stevens-Bockwinkel teams are 
even more vicious and brutal and 
certainly more sneaky апа 
underhanded. 

If you want to see a scientific 
wrestling match with simon pure 
holds and great use of the 
fundamentals learned on the 
amateur mat, stay home next 
time The Bruiser and The 
Crusher challenge for eigher the 
W.W.A. or the A.W.A. title, You 
won't be able to ‘stand the 
excitement of an all-out brawl 
with plenty of blood that is sure 
to result when Dick the Bruiser 
and The Crusher try to regain the 
tag tean championship. 
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The Official Magazine of Wrestling 
That appears on the cover of each and 
every issue of WRESTLING 
Dory Funk ur， 只 MONTHLY because that is exactly 
NWA, World's what we are. Wrestling Monthly was 
Gat ev wie ДЫ designated as “The Official Magazine 

of Wrestling” by the Wrestling Writers 

Association Of America, We are proud 
of that designation and the fact that 
we are the only magazine that is 
recognized as such throughout the 
profession, 

Promotes бот all over the 
country have praised Wrestling 
Monthly. We are the only magazine 
that prints a monthly column, The 
Promoter's Corner, written by the top 
wrestling promoters in the country. 
Men liko LeRoy McGuirk, Wally 
Karbo, Sam Muchnick, Gene Reed, 
Joe Dusek, and Pedro Martinez have 
taken time out of their busy schedules 
to write a column for The Official 
Magazine OF Wrestling. 

We have been designated. to 
the announcement of the wrestler 
Selected to the Wrestling Writers 
Association О! America Hall OF Fame 
tach month. We have also printed the 
offica! press releases from the 
National Wrestling Alliance whenever 
they 
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A Bloody Crusher scream at Mad Dog 
Vachon т he is about to qo on the attack 
and give Mad Dog a taste of Vachon blood too. 


motorcycle world known as The 
Chain Gang. Jack and Frank 
Dillinger, the two men who made 
up this team, came close, but 
were never able to win the title. 
.. In the summer of 1969 Mad 
Dog Vachon entered the picture. 
He had long been one of the 
most bitter enemies of both The 
Crusher and Dick the Bruiser in 
tag team matches and mow he 
imported his brother Butcher 
Vachon as а tag team partner. 
‘The Vachon Brothers won the 
title from Bruiser and Crusher 
Late in August of 1969. Again 
Chicago was the scene of the title 
change. 

It was around this time that 
"The Crusher and Dick the Bruiser 
fradually split up. There was no 

Ming-out between the 
beer-drinking cousins, but rather 
they were both in ‘such great 
demand as singles wrestlers that 
they didn't get to team as much. 

‘They had several brutal battles 
with the Vachons, probably the 

notable one coming in 
Row Comiskey Park on 
August lath, 1970, when th 
were matched inside a steel cage. 
‘The match drew close to 30,000 
people, who. paid a record 
148,000 to see it. It was a 
double main event that saw 
Verne Game defend his title 
against Baron von Raschke in the 
other half, But The Bruiser and 
‘The Crusher failed to win the 
title. 

Dick the Bruiser was in such 
demand for singles matches in 
cities like Chicago, Indianapolis, 


and St, Louis, that he seldom 
had time for tag team 
appearances, The Crusher, who 
Was more intent оп getting the 
Vachons, took on other partners 
in title matches when Bruiser was 
Unavailable. Edouard Carpentier 
amd Bull Bullinski were two of 
the most notable. 

But the Vachons lost the title 
to Hercules Cortez and Red 
Bastein in Milwaukee on May 
15th, 1971. Just two months 
later’ the wrestling world was 
shocked by the heath of Hercules 
Cortez in ап automobile accident. 
that also saw Bastein injured, 
After Bastein recovered from his 
injuries he chose The Crusher as 
partner and the 
became the new A.W.A, World's 

g Team Champions. But, The 
rusher and Bastein lost the title 
io the present champions, Nick 
Bockwinkel and Ray Stevens, in 
Denver, Colorado. 

Bastein went on a tour of 
‘Texas after the title loss and is at 
present the Texas State 
Heavyweight ^ Champion. "The 
Crusher was determined to regain 
the title and that is when he got 
together with The Bruiser again 

They have been, working out 
for several weeks now in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, where 
Dick the Bruiser now makes his 
home, They have one goal in 
mind and that is to win the tag 
team championship. 

However, that is really 
translated into two goals because. 
in addition (o ihe АМА. 


uly captures 
ıe whole personality of The Bruner and. 
shows why he is known as the most dangerous 


World's Tag Team Championship 
they also want the World 
Wrestling Association Tag ‘Team 
title that is currently held b 
Black Jack Lanza and Black Jaci 
Mulligan, who are under the 
management to Pretty Boy 
Bobby Heenan, 

Dick the Bruiser is known as 
the World's Most Dangerous 
Wrestler, He's well schooled in 
wrestling brutality and 
Vielousness. He has face 
Black Jacks many time 
knows what he is up against 
That is why he is so eager to 
invite The Crusher down to 
Indianapolis to partner with him. 

The Crusher, on the other 
hand, has been wrestling with 
various partners and in 

ches against. Bockwinki 
Stevens in Milwaukee, Winnipeg, 
Minneapolis, Denver, Chicago, 
and St. Paul, He says that after 
he and Bruiser take care of the 
Black Jacks they will get rid of 
Ray and Nick also 

Can Dick the Bruis 
Crusher again become the 
АМА. World's Tag ‘Team 
Champions? They have done it 
before and they are without a 
doubt the most potent 
challengers around. If they work 
together regularly they seem 
almost a certain bet to win the 
title 

But with opponents lil 
Jack Lanza and Black 
Mulligan, and like Ray Stevens 
and Nick Bockwinkel, in their 
pathway, anything can happen. 
All these wrestlers come from 
the brutality school fo 
professional wrestling. 

None will give any quarter or 
show any mercy in a wrestling 
match. When Bruiser and Crusher 
get into the ring the rule book is 
thrown away, And if possible, 
the Black Jacks and 
Stevens-Bockwinkel teams are 
even more vicious and brutal and 
certainly more sneaky and 
underhanded 

Tf you want to see a scientific 
wrestling match with simon pure 
holds and geat use of the 
fundamentals learned on the 
amateur mat, stay home next 
time ‘The Bruiser and The 
Crusher challenge for eigher the 
W.W;A. or the A.W.A, title, You 
won't be able to “stand the 
excitement of an all-out brawl 
with plenty of blood that is sure 
to result when Dick the Bruiser 

ıd The Crusher try to regain the 
tag tean championship, 


rand The 
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‘The Official Magazine of Wrestling. 
That appears on tho cover of each and. 
every issue of WRESTLING 
MONTHLY because that is exactly 
What we are. Wrestling Monthly was 
designated. as “The Official Magazine 
of Wrestling’ by the Wrestling Writers 
Association Of America, We are proud 
of that designation and the fact that 
wa are the only magazine that is 
recognized as such throughout the 
profession, 

Promoters trom all over the 
country have praised Wrestling 
Monthly. We are the only magazine 
that prints a monthly column, The 
Promoter's Corner, written by the top 
wrestling promoters in the country. 
Men like LeRoy McGuirk, Wally 
Karbo, Sam Muchnick, Gene Reed, 
Joe Dusek, and Pedro Martinez have 
taken time out of their busy schedules. 
to write a column for The Official 
Magazine Of Wrestling. 

We have been designated to print 
the announcement of the wrestler 
selected to the Wrestling Writers 
Association Of America Hall Of Fame 
each month. We have also printed the 
official press releases from the 
National Wrestling Alliance whenever 
they are issued, 


Dory Funk Je 


15 


шз И 


We believe that wrestling magazines 
should rise above the level of a 
“confession magazine” or of а 
"celebrity expose” magazine. In short 
Wrestling Monthly is the first wrestling 
magazine for the sophisticated and 
intelligent wrestling fan. 

We feel that some standards are 
necessary in wrestling journalism and 
we feel that WRESTLING MONTHLY 
is the first magazine to try to deal with 
the true facts of the sport, rather than 
to build on the sensationalism, After 
all, the great sport of professional 
Wrestling is so sensational in itself that 
wo don't have to build up anything to. 
put out 

we various 
controversies in wrestling and hit them. 
head on. For example, the question of 
who is the true World's Heavyweight 
Champion, We stated in our fi 


sensational magazine. 
have dealt with the 


that there was NO 
Heavyweight Champion, We w 

to say that the АМА, title, the 
N.W.A. title, and the WW.W.F. title 


were the only three with any validity. 
We have examined the other claims as 
well and at this time we have decided 
to do that again. d 
We have come to the conclusion 
that now wrestling is as close to having 


опе champion as it ever has been, We, 


The Kangaroos, 


want to go onrecord now as saying that 
Where are now, in our opinion, only 
wo men should have a valid claim to 
the World's Heavyweight 
Championship, First, let's go back and 
evaluate all the claimants to the title, 

The American Wrestling Alliance 
World's Heavyweight Championship is 
currently held by Verne Gagne and has 
been held by Mr. Gagne for most of 
the 12year history of the AW.A, The 


AWA, is dedicated to the principle 
that there should be only one claimant 
to the title in each division, As a 
result, they also have only опе set of 
World's Tag Team Champions, unlike. 
the National Wrestling Alliance, 
Although the N.W.A. has only one 
World's Heavyweight Champion, 
N.W.A. promoters in different areas 


recognize different sets of World's Tag 
Team Champions. For consistant high 
calibre of wrestling talent on each and. 
АМА. is indeed the 
professional wrestling. 
they have a higher percentage of 
top stars more often on thelr cards 
then does any other alliance, 
The National Wrestling Alliance 
World's Heavyweight Champion is 
Dory Funk Jr, and he has held the title 
for three years, This title dates back to. 
1948 when the N.W.A. was formed. 


ry card, the 
тай 


AI Costello and Don Kent 


That gives it almost а quarter century 
of history even though there was some. 
dispute back in 1957 when Lou Thesz 
dropped a decision to Edouard 
Carpentier on June 14th in Chicago. 
One of the falls was on a 
disqualification and so These kept the 


N.W.A. title but some promoters 
recognized Carpentier, The Chicago 
promoters billed Carpentier as 


champion and on August 16th, 1957, 
they had a rematch. It was Carpentier 
who entered the ring a champion and 
Thesz who entered the 
challenger. Yes, 
the offici 


ring a 
Lou These, who was 
N.W.A. World's 
Heavyweight Champion entered the 
Ting without a belt and was billed 
simply as the challenger and LOST the. 
match — the first fall via a Boston 
Crab submission and the third fall via a 
pin that Carpentier set up with a seri 
of flying tackles. That is an instance. 
where ап N.W.A, Champion lost a two 
out of three fall match 

claimant to the title who wi 
recognized as champion. The reason | 
bring this up is that one of the points 
often made is that the N.W.A. title can 
be traced directly back to Frank 
Goth, The serious student of 
wrestling can find many times where 
that has proved incorrect, 


but as 


are recognized as World's Tag 
National Wrestling Federation and some ММА. 


Bobo Brazil has defendad his version of the 
United States Heavyweight Championship in 
NWA. NWF., and WANE, areas, 


recently as 1957 the N.W.A. refused to 
as champion after 
he defeated pion in two out of 
three falls. True, it was Carpentier who 
was defending his title version in this 
match, and was not 
sanctioned as an N.W.A. title event, 
but situation is not all that 
different than when Buddy Rogers lost 
the two N.W.A. title matches to Lou 
These in Toronto in 1963 and the 
World Wide resting Federation 
continued to recognize Rogers as 
champion. 

1 questioned Sam Muchnick, the 
NIWA, president, about the matter 
with Edouard Carpentier that | 
mentioned above. He wrote in answer 

appreciate you digging through 
your files and. coming up with some 
answers, There was a lot ol 
maneuvering in those days and the 
best way to handle it is to be satisfied. 
with the set-up, as itis now, otherwise 
you can go daffy.” 

To conclude, Carpentier did get an 
NIWA. title match with Thesz in St. 
Louis which Edouard lost, and he also. 
lost his version of the title to Verne. 
Gagne in Omaha, Nebraska, in August 
of 1968. The Omaha version is one 
ibat eventually merged into the 
АМА. 

But, | think that Muchnick’s advice 


recognize 


the 


is well taken, The question here really 
is not what has happened in the past 
There have been so many title 
versions, claims, and off-shoots since 
1957 that what happened then doesn't 
really have much meaning in 
determining who the genuine World's 
Heavyweight Champion is today. Like, 
who is to say that Gotch and 
Hackenschmidt really were the two 
best in their day? Maybe some other 
contender was better than either one 
and didn’t get a chance back fifty or 
more years ago, Title histories make 

reading, but they don't 
have any value in determining who is 
top man today, 

To conclude, the National Wrestling 
Alliance is largest and most 
powerful organization in wrestling 
today. In most areas N.W.A. wrestling 
is equal in calibre to АМА, wrestling 

The N.W.A. title would be valid if 
all top promoters belonged to it and 
recognized its champion. But, since 
they do not, we again have to live with 
the facts and write about them as they. 

The other titles we consider will. 
first inlcude the World Wide Wrestling 
Federation Championship currently 
held by Pedro Morales. The W.W.W.F. 
itself has stated that they no longer 
call this a world title and that it is. 


the 


simply a title for their region, 

It would be езу for us to 
commend the WWWF. for this 
action, Some feel that it is the first 


step in clearing up the championship. 
muddle, However, wo think that if the 
W.W.W.F, is really sincere in this they 
will have to do тоге, The fact that. 
thay have dropped the word “world's” 
from Pedro Morales’ title does not 
really seem that noticeable to the fans, 
Pedro still has the same belt, 

The W.W.W.F, has not merged with 
the ММА, though according to 
reports from St, Louis Vince 
MeMahon has joined the N.W.A, as an 
individual. Now that Pittsburgh ha 
dropped out of the W.W.W.F. to join 
the N.W.A. Vince McMahon is either 

vomoter or co:promoter in every one 

of the WWWF. cities. We see the 
merger as still a strong possibility for 
the future, 

Anyway, our feeling is that yoi 
can't just drop the word "world's 
from the W.W.W.F. title and clear up. 
the championship muddle. What has to 
be done is for Pedro Morales to be 
given a title match with Dory Funk Jr. 
and then when that results in a clear 
cut winner the championship picture 
will become clearer. 

In our very first editorial we stated 
that three men have valid claims to the 


As World Wido Wrestling Federation Heavyweight Champion, Pe 


Madison Square Gorden. 


title, We will stand with that, And we 
will stand with our other statement 
that Morales, Gagne, and Funk will 
have to meet in elimination matches to 
clear the muddle, It won't be cleared 
Up in the eyes of the public until each 
has his chance at the title and 
dropping the claim to the world's 
championship without having an 
elimination match with another 
claimant is not the way to do It. 

The National Wrestling Federation 
Heavyweight Championship is 
currently held by Waldo Von Erhich. 
Here we have a title that first started. 
last year. It was first recognozed on. 
the promotions of Pedro Martinez, 
Now the Pittsburgh promotion, 
headed by Ace Freeman, has joined 
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the NF, We predicted back in our 
January issue u Pittsburgh 
promotion was unhappy with the fact 
that the WWW.F, had dropped the 
World title claim of its champion in 
gur editorial, We stated, “Pittsburgh is 
now negotiating very closely with the 
National Wrestling Federation and it 
will not be at all suprising to see them. 
join that group." A few months later 
the Pittsburgh program announced 
that Waldo Von Erich was the new 
World's Heavyweight Champion 
recognized by the National Wrestling 
Federation 

The N.W.F. promotion is 
interesting. What makes it so is that 
Pedro Martinez and Francis Fleser in 
Detroit work so closely together they 


tone 


might be said to be partners, They 


share the same regional titles, For 
example, The Kangaroos are 
recognized as World's Tag Team 


Champions in both areas and Bobo 
Brazil is U.S. Champion in both areas 
(and Bobo is also recognized as U.S. 
Champion when he appears on 
WWWLF. promotions in Baltimore 
and Washington, D.C.). Most of the. 
wrestlers split their schedules between 
the Detroit and Cleveland offices, with 
many of the top names also hitting 
Toronto, Pittsburgh, and New York, 
So, in effect, you have National 
Wrestling Alliance promoters in 
Detroit and Toronto working together 
with NWF. promoters in Pittsburgh 
and Buffalo and W.W.W.F. promoters. 
in Now York 
It seems to us that if the NW. 
and W.W.W.F. promoters can work зо 
closely with N.W.A. promoters that it 
would be logical for them to merge, at 
least support of one 
championshi 
saying this and arranging for such title 
imants Funk, 
Erich are two 


insofar ав 


is concerned, However 


matches between rival 
Morales, and Von 
differant things 

The other title claims are those of 
the World Wrestling Association 
Heavyweight Championship, currently 
held by Sailor Art Thomas, and the 
Grand Prix Wrestling Championship, 
currently held by Mad Dog Vachon, 
The W.W.A, promotions are in 
Indianapolis and Detroit. The he 


man here is Bob Luce who also holds 
the AWA. franchise for Chicago. 
Virtually all of the top WWA, 


wrestlers also 


рреаг on the AWA. 
cards in Chicago, Here it seems to us. 
that the logical step would be for the 
ММА. to merge with the A.W.A, The 
case in Montreal, with the Grand Prix 
group is similar, They work closely 
with the AWA. and Gagne has 
appeared on several of their 

Here again we think that the logical 
move would be to join the A.W.A, 

We realize that there may be strong 
reasons for this not to happen, but we 
feel that wrestling would be better off 
with two champions that of the. 
ММА. and that of the АМА, 

We do not mean to say that 
wrestling under the banners of the 
W.W.W.F., the N.W.F., the W.W.A,, or 
the Grand Prix group is in any way 
inferior to the NWA. or АМА. 
wrestling. That would be ridiculous as 
all present wrestling on a major league. 
level, What we do think is ridiculous is 


cards, 


Waldo von Erich is recognized as h 
National Wrestling Federation. That includes 
Buffalo, and the surrounding areas, 


reco st one or two booking 


ог how great the individual champion 

Wea 
titles for every booking office, and 
think that the N.W.A. and the A.W.A, 
should their rul 


100% in favor of regional 


include in 
that 
champion to fave 


would force the 


of the 
regional champion 
least twice à year, But 
WORLD'S champion 
1d everywhere 
You are probably waiting for us to 
say that the N.W.A. and the АМА. 
should merge and 
organization, 


a meaningful. 


form one 
That they should have an 


elimination and one ch 
ay, that is our feeling, but 
it could be done in a 


mpion should 
result, Ina 

we also feel ti 
ain way that would assure enough 


title matches 

One champion keep the 
schedule that would be necessary to 
fulfill all of i 


» championship matches. 


that promoters, and to be more 
correct, fans demand, All other major 
sports have recognized that 


championships cannot be restricted to. 
опе individaul or team. That is why 
baseball divisions, hockey 
two, football six, and basketball four: 


has four 


чериг, Cleveland, 


Fans they 
support when every team has 
the championship in the ultimate title 
event at the end of the year 

We think that 
major league wrestling are good and 
they should continue to be operated 
completely independently. After al, 
competition between the A WA. and 
the N.W.A. can only lead to better 
shows for the fans. What we want to 
favoring is the 
alignment of the smaller groups into 
either the A W.A, or the NIWA, Then, 


two divisions of 


go on record as 


we would like to see an agr 
between the two groups to hold an 
anual “World Serios” or "Super 
Bowl" type event, The two champions 
would meet in a series of matches and 
the winder would be declared the 
World Champion, This World Series 
should be held at least once a year 
The AW.A, and N.W.A. titles should. 
not be at stake, only the world title, 
which would belong to either the 
ММА. or the АМА, until the next 
World Series" at which time the title 
would again he at stake. 

To parallel baseball, last year the 
Baltimore Orioles were the American 
League champions and the Pittsburgh 
Pirates were the National League 
Champions. They met in the World 
Series and both retained their titles 


Mod Dog Vachon recently captured the Grand 
Championship. from Edi 


ix Heavyweight 


d This title is recognized 


World Championship for the National 
League 

This system has worked for years. | 
think NWA, and 
АМА. that their 
competition is now on a major league 

They do not need to fear that 
1g the World Series will make their. 
tion, be it the N.W.A. or the 
АМА. lose in prestiege. Neither the 
АМА. N.W.A. has to prove 
anymore that they have top wrestling 

Profe ing has reached 
alltime highs in popularity and we 
think that a World Series like we have 
Proposed would be frosting on the 
cake, We hope that the promoters of 
major stling will consider 
what we have ‘said here and try and 
arrange such a World Series in the 
future, And we mean ‘the near future, 
Many people have talked to indicate 
that they would be in favor of such an 
event. Let us hope that both the 
ММА, and the АМА, consider this 
and lets hope that'it becomes a reality. 
Lets hope that they set 1973 as a 
target date, The "World Series” of 
professional is just our dream now, but 
we hope that one of these days it 
becomes a reality. We think it would. 
be a good thing for wrestling and let's 
hope that others do too. 


addition Pittsburgh won the 


that both the 
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Well, it's bombs away, tighten 
down those hatched and blow уе 
winds, as the new wrestling 
season gets under way in many 
parts of the country this month 

romoters are scurrying hither 
and yon to sign up some of the 
at attractions for their clients. 
they've even taken the 
rubber bands off of their wallets 
as an inducement to corral some 
Of the shining lights for their 
programs, 

Last season was one of the 
best in recent years as far as pro 
wrestling is concerned, with 
many arenas reporting SRO 
crowds. Los Angeles, St. Louis, 
Chicago, Toronto, Buffalo and 
Cleveland have had bang-up 
crowds at every show. It could 
be that the return of some 

romoters to TV matche 
been the impetus of inci 
crowds at the live shows. 

In any event, reports along my 
grapevine which stretches from 
Const to coast predict a great 
season in 1972-73. While it is 
true that wrestling goes into the 
doldrums from time to time in 
different sections of the count 
the powers behind the busine 


are trying to prevent any 
letdown in interest by coming up 
with innovations such as chain 


matches, cage matches and 
almost anything that iş 
guaranteed to keep the fans? 
Interest at a high level 

Wrestling fans who walk 
through the turnstiles these days 
expect their money's worth and 
they are getting it with 
attractions that will take their 
minds off of their workaday 
existences in more ways than 
one. 

One mighty proud wrestler 
these days is Bobo Brazil. the 
298 Ib. campaigner from Benton 
Harbor, Michigan, who current! 
is wearing the U. 
Champions! It. In a chat 
with Bobo, the writer could see 
an avowed purpose in the man. 

He wears that belt with 


.. dignity because he can remember 


the uncertain times he went 
2 


THE LISTENING 


By EARLE Е. YETTER 


This is "Cray 


through during the early part of 
5 career. There were many days 
when he threatened to throw it 
and latch on to some 


ight 
and tried to pick up the loose 
ends of his career. He suddenly. 
mbered 0 of Joe 
nticed Bobo away. 
from possible big league 
baseball career to apply his skills 
in pro wrestling. Bobo 
remembers his first wrestling 
match. The next day he coul 
hardly move out of bed because 
every muscle and bone in his 
body seemed to be aching. He 
said he would never crawl 
through the ropes of 


said Savoldi. "What you must do 
is get to the gym and work out 
all of that stiffness and when you 
do that ‘you'll feel allright,” 
Bobo followed Savoldi's advice 
and in a day or two he was 
himself again. 

“Now, you've got 
your physical edge by more 
wrestling” said Savoldi. Bobo 
reluctantly signed up for several 
more matches. A couple of more 
encounters saw Bobo falling into 
the routine with more than 
accustomed vigor. Like so many 
Others, he got the urge to try 
Once more. Yes, wrestling was 
getting into his blood. 

It wasn't long after that Bobo 
was booked for another match 


to keep 


and he immediatley obtained the 


ee 


spark and the desire to go into 
ihe ring and give his best in an 
endeavor to win a match. In the 
years which followed Bobo was 
ready to thank Joe Savoldi for all 
he had done to really make a 
man of him. 

More matches followed for 
Bobo and he really got into the. 
swing of things in a masterful 
way. He was learning new antics 
in every match. The high point in 
his career came about a year ago 
when he was offered à match 
with The Shiek in Detroit for the 
US. Cahmpionship. The Sheik 
had worn the US. title belt 
about 7 years and this was a 
golden opportunity for Bobo to 
gain national recognition. 

Bobo went into thai match 
with the firm conviction that he 
could defeat The Sheik. He had 
opposed The Sheik in a couple of. 
matches but by subterfuge and 
chicanery he was found on the 
losing end. This match would be 
for keeps. It would be the 
turning point in his career if he 
could win this "shooting match,” 
He trained diligently to get in 
top physical condition and faced 
the ordeal ahead of him with 
absolute confidence in his 
ability. 

Despite warnings of coming 
doom by Abdullah Farouk, The 
Sheik’s fearless | prognasticator 
and manager, Bobo was all 
business when he stepped into 
the ring that night to oppose one 
of his chief tormentrts of the 
past, Bobo was equal to the task 
as he came up with one of the 
greatest matches of his career to 
defeat The Sheik and take his 
U.S, Championship belt. 

Now, that Bobo was 
Champion could not be denied. 
He had succeeded in roughing up. 
The Sheik and taking away his 
crown, but the fact still remains 
that Bobo wears that 
championship belt with more 
that pride. He wears it because 
pro wrestling had given him 
everything his heart could desire 
and it meant a new career for 
him, 

"Yes, I will admit that 
wrestling had been good to me. I 
have reached the pinnacle of my 
profession and I don’t know of 
any other business or profession 
that could have given me the 
same returns as 1 have received 
since becoming champion," says 
Bobo. "| will defend my title 
against all recognized contenders 
and will give of my best in every. 


Bobo Brazil is proud of the U.S. Champion: 
ship Belt һе wears these days. He says he 
S defend it w 
match. When the day comes that 
1 am defeated for my crown then 
I will say he was а better man 
than me, whoever he will be," 
concluded Bobo, Those are the 
words of a true champion. 
Perhaps the finest tribute ever 
given any man has come to 
Bruno mmartno, former 
World Champion of ihe World 
Wide Wrestling Federation, who 
had a film made of his great 
wrestling career in the past year 
The film shows Bruno in 
action in Madison Square Garden 
where he appeared many times 
before sellout crowds against the. 
stalwart opposition of such 
figures as Gorilla Monsoon, 
Baron Michele Scicluna and 
Killer Kowalski, Then the film 
shows that he is a family man 
and lives only for the security of 
his wife, Karol, and three sons. 
In his $85,000 mansion in 
Pittsburgh which houses his 
family and mother and father he 
is shown playing with his 
offspring, even changing their 
diapers and then relaxing to the 
musie of his $1,500 hi-fi record 
player on which he plays show 
tunes and opera selection 
His friends include Promoter 
Vince McMahon who says, 
“Bruno always wanted to be the 
best and, he was a dedicated 
wrestler ." Domenic DeNuccie, a 
great wrestler in his own right, 
says, “You have to know Bruno 
to realize what а great many he 


is." He attends the opera with 
Tony Marino, another great 
wrestling star, and says he 


expects to spend more time with 
his family in the future. 

What is in the future of Bruno 
Sammartino? Will he regain the 
WWWF crown now worn by 


Pedro Morales or will he quietly 
retire from the mat and live wit 
his memories of the past? Only 
time has the answer to that 
question. As a wrestler, а scholar 
and a gentleman, Bruno deserves 
all the accolades he had received 
from the fans and the publi 

One of the greatest feuds in 
recent years seems to be that 
between "Crazy" Luke Graham 
and Ernie (The Cat) Ladd. They 
have engaged in a couple of 
matches in Buffalo, NY. and 
they have been allout struggles in 
which the claret flowed in 
copious quantities, 

Evenly matched in weight, 
they oppose one another with a 
violence that is breath-taking. 
‘They seem to pull out every trie 


in ‘their repertoire to cause 
confusion and turmoil. Their 
matches will go down as mat 


epies of the present era, How 
two men can hate one another as 
they do is beyond 
comprehension and it all seems 
to be а personal vendetta 
between them but it brings the 
crowds through the turnstiles to 
see the drama in person, because. 
there is a difference of opinion 
on the part of the fans as to just 
Who is the villain and who is the 

When a villain opposes a villain 
оп the mat these days you can 
expect most anything will 
happen. This is what occured in 
Buffalo not long ago when Hans 
Schmidt, the German. ma 
opposed Waldo von ch, 
Champion of the new National 
Wrestling Federation faction. 

Schmidt was being interviewed 
by Ron Martinez, announcer and 
commentator, and he asked Hans 
whether he would join Von Erich 

tag team duo. "Me join up 
with that low-class German, 
shouted Hans, “1 could never do 
that because it would be beneath 
my dignity as I am of high 
German heritage right down the 
line, Why should I give him the 
prestige һе doesn't deserve by 
Joining him аз a tag team? 

Now Von Erich came into the 
scene and told Hans to go and 
get а reputation if he wants the 
Opportunity to wrestle him for 
his title, "I'm just as high class as 


you are and don't you ever 
forget it and 1 ат ready to prove 
that point anytime you are 


ready,” screamed Von Erich, 

‘A real hassle ensued as both 
grapplers laced one another to а 
fare-the-well. Promoter Pedro 


di Mibi ИИ у. 


Martinez saw the making of a 
great match unfolding before 
him and he did not hesitate to 
get both of their signatures of a 
contract for a battle that 
appeared to be the greatest of 
the season, 

When Schmidt and Von Erich 
faced each other the tension in 
the crowd could be felt. Here 
were two mat veterans who were 
determined to display their 
superiority over each other and 
ihey really went to the bottom 
of their bag of tricks, The first 
five minutes saw rough house 


tactics galore, including wicked 
forearm smashed and heavy 
boots to all parts of their 
anatomies. 


At the 8 minute mark Von 
Erich worked in close to Schmidt 
who suddenly dropped from an 
impact of Von Erich’s fist. Von 
Erich had used brass knuckles to 


deck a surprised Schmidt, 
whereupon Hans charged Von 
Erich and took the knuckles 


away from him 

Referee Larry White did not 
see Von Erich use the knuckles 
on Schmidt but when Hans 
decked Von Erich with the 
knuckles he was caught in the act 
and although he gained a three 
count of Von Erich he was 
disqualified. 

А raging Hans Schmidt now 
tore the belt away from the 
Referee White and shouted, 
“This belt is mine, Lam the new. 
champion.” However, Referee 
White now declared the title 
pending the decision of 
ае H, Dunk, president of 
National Wrestling 


the 
Federation. 

A rematch with the title belt 
going to the victor was the only 


Solution to the problem, 
according to President Dunk. In 
the renewal feud which followed 
it was an all-out battle with 
neither participant sparing the 
horses. When Von Erich and 
Schmidt took their battle outside 
on the floor Von Erich apppared 
to have the edge on Schmidt as 
they struggled for an advantage. 
Von Erich was battling 
Schmidt on even terms, but 
when Von Erich secured а 
headlock on Schmidt and 
smashed him into the ring post it 
was curtains for Schmidt, who 
Was now so dazed that he could 
not beat the 10 count. Von Erich 
had won back his cherished belt 
in a slam-bang battle that the 
(Continued on Page 58) 
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He joined Beautiul Bobby and the Gr 


JIMMY 


Most Improved Wrestler 
Of The Year 


Billy “Red” Lyons during a batt 


racacie of a new style of grappling which ma 


ме. They 


By NORM. 


Н. KIETZE| 


VALIANT 


1 first saw Jimmy Valiant 
about two years ago when he 
made a: short tour through the 
АЛМА. circuit. Jimmy had 
Started wrestling a few months 
earlier in the Detroit and Chicago 
areas and was considered а 
rookie with great potential, but 
against the top competition of 
the A.W.A. area he was not too 
successfull 
1 next encountered Jimmy in 
the office of LeRoy McGuirk in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. Не had made a 
climb from opening matches up 
to the middle of the cards and 
doing better, although he 
still learning. 
From Oklahoma Jimmy 
traveled to Texas where he spent 
several months wrestling the top 
stars in the Lone Star state, Не 
Seemed to improve with every 
match, according to reports from 
down there. 
When Jimmy felt he was 
, he made the big move to 
ihe World Wide Wrestling 
Federation here on the East 
Coast. At first. he continued to 
wrestle in the same scientific 
Style that had been his since the 
Start of his career, However, 
Jimmy found he was coming out 
оп the short end of matches 
Because although he could out 


wrestle most of his opponents, 
the roughnecks he was usually 
matches against would break and 
bend the rules and find some 
devious method to win. He also 
probably noticed that scientific 
Wrestlers are never given title 
matches with W.W.W.F. 
champion Pedro Morales and 
Jimmy, like all wrestlers, wanted 
à shot at the title. 

We have written earlier stories 
in our magazine about Jimmy's 
change of style. He calculated Мз 
move to get him to the top 
matches and that fs exactly what 
he has gotten, 

No, Jimmy has mot yet 
captured а major title, He is still 
one of the top contenders and 
Pedro Morales is the champion. 
But he shown such great 
improvement during the past 
vear, that the day he does win a 


title may be soon. 

"There is no award for the most. 
improved wrestler of the year, 
but in my own personal opinion, 
backed up by thousands of miles 
of traveling around the country 
аз editor of Wrestling Monthly 
and Wrestling Revue, I would 
give Jimmy an award as the most 
improved wrestling star of the 
year. 

1 see virtually all of the top 
wrestling stars and I have to say 
that this is the year that Jimmy 
Valiant has taken his place 
among them. What the future 
holds for Jimmy no one can tell, 
but like his style or not, if 
Jimmy continues to improve his 
record like he has for the past 
look forward to 
major title 


ош can 
ng him win a 
soon. 


improves 


Jimmy Valiant i the choice of our editor as the most improved professional wrestler of the year. 


The late Rudy Dus 
postumously in the 


Unlike most of their 
appearances in the ring together, 
the Dusek brothers were able to 
leave safely on this night, 

| Joe, and Emile 


and the тап; 
im on the 


natehes are $o much 
Shorter these days. 1 have ig, 


admit that the wrestlers of my 
day couldi’t have stood the 
fast-moving pace of the sport. 
Wrestling was slower, with more 
emphasis on defense, and that 
resulted in some long matches. 
But I would be the first to admit. 
that today's wrestlers are the 
best conditioned athletes in 
history.” 

Emile recalled а boat trip ће 
made to South Africa that took 
over а month. “I stayed for three 
months and only wrestled three 
times as the cards were held once 
à month at that time,’ 
contrast to the jet trips that 
today’s, grapplers make around 
the world, 

Joe stated that he and Ernie 
and Emile wanted to give credit 
to Rudy, "because he was the 
one who got us into wrestling? 

‘Omaha 


In conclusion the 

promoter stated, "When you 
think of some 'of the greats 
chosen ahead of us it really 
makes you feel good,” 

Wrestling Monthly, 
represented by Editor Norm 
Kietzer and Associate Editor 


James Melby, was treated to an 
outstanding wrestling card as Joe 
Dusek proved that he is not just 
а great former wrestler, but a 
great wrestling promoter as well. 


The main event was a cage match between 
Buddy Wolff and Stan Pulaski that saw 
blood flowing freely most of the time. 


了 
p 


Betty Niccoli with a head scissors on d 
and have a biter feud going. 


NUN 


Antone, These two 


to the Cie Auditorium in time to 
participate in the ceremony, but still 
clown outfit 


ry 


The Mascaras "Flying head leap" seen here 
Weed agen vilanious Black Gordmen. 


t of this bout, 
the very best of 


THE NIGHT MIL MASCARAS 
AVENGED THE DEFEAT OF FRED BLASSIE 


Match We Can't Forget In Southern California 


By DAN WESTBROOK 


Rarely does q wrestler de 


Golden Greek, John Tolos, had were in an uproar. The house was 
Freddie Blassie. And if he io contend with. So angry was sold out, more than 11,000 
he's bound to rise to the toj Mil that John Tolos tried (o put strong, about 100 percent 
Wrestling. Such was the off the match Tolos, the cheering for ras to finish 
when John (The Golden Greek) villain supreme Tolos off, 


Tolos, defeated Blassie to win the тоге than he could chew During the rest period, Tolos 
latter's Americas Heavyweight Mil Mascaras was after Tolos, rolled out of the ring. Fans were 
Championship. in the worst way. Mil di so excited that Mil won the first 

Mil Mascaras, a close friend of about winning the Americas belt, — fall, that not too many paid any 
Blassie’s, was infuriated with Mr, he only wanted to hurt John attention to Tolos, Tolos was 
Tolos after Big John "blinded" Tolos. outside the ring — he was up to 


Blassie at the Hollywood Tolos was forced to wrestle по good. At the sound of the 
wrestling TV Studio the day Mascaras, From the starting bell, bell, the 2nd round started 
after John won the Americas belt Mil charged into Tolos and Tolos climbed back up оп the 
from him. This was uncalled for, banged away with everything he — ring apron and tried to get Mil to 
not to mention dastardly, Mil had. Tolos was knocked down b away. Mascaras kicked 
thought. already groggy. Mascaras Tolos and John went flying into 
Just to wrestle Mil Mascaras is wouldn't let up. Victory wasn't — the first row of seats. 
a “dangerous thing. Many top The superhuma As МИ jumped outside to bang 
grapplers have found out that n pounded at Tolos’ head into the seats, John 
jascaras doesn’t know his own nd "had him grabbed him and threw his head 
strength. Imagine having an helpless. After one of his famous against the ring apron. The 
angry Mil Mascaras on your “flying leaps off the top rope, Mil Tolos threw Mascaras into th 
back!! That's exactly what the secured the first fall. The fans solid steel ring post. Mil wi 
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knocked out, or so it seemed. 
Tolos got back into the ring. 
Mascaras miraculously recovered 
and was after Tolos again. But, 
The Golden Greek was ready for 
him this time. Tolos backed 
Mascaras against the corner and 
started to bite at Mil's mask 
"Then, Tolos ripped away and the 
top half of Mil's mask was torn 
away! Mil's dark-brown locks of 
hair were exposed. Tolos wanted 
to unmask this idol of Mexico! 
Tolos knocked Mil down and 
gave him two knee drops and 
pinned him for the second fall 

Mascaras was trying to hold 

left of his mask 
Tolos was glaring over 
and seemed to be 
The fans were on the 
verge of a riot. The third round 
Saw Mil tear into Tolos like a 
maniac, Mil was so angry that he 
used his fists several times. Tolos’ 
face was now a mask of crimson 
blood. Mascaras couldn't be 
controlled. Mil climbed the ropes 
and gave Tolos another flying 
head butt and tried for a body 
press. The referee counted, 
"One, two, three". Mil’s hand 
yas raised and he was given the 
belt! 

However, the referee saw 
John's foot in the ropes 
afterwards and the decision was 
reversed in favor of Tolos. 

But the fans knew that 
Mascaras had avenged the defeat 
of Fred Blassie! 


what was 
together. 
at him 
laughing 


Mascaras (outside of the photo) pulls John 


Tolos face was a mask of blood, com: 
pliments of Mil Mascaras 


Mascaras is 


giving John Tolos an atomie drop. 


X [ie PATRIot 1S THE SON OF A FAMOUS] q 
PRO WRESTLER WHO WAS KILLED IN THE 
WRESTLING RING BY A MASKED MAN 

KNOWN ONLY AS “DOCTOR DEVIL” THE 
PATRIOT APPERRED ON THE WRESTLING 
SCENE WITH ONE GOAL IN MIND, TO 
DESTROY рослое DEVIL. HE CAUGHT] 


THIS IS HE MAIN EVENT ON TONITE’S T 
GARD IN INDIANAPOLIS, THE PATRIOT, | OE А счете Ry 
WiLL MEET BARON VON RASCHKE/ N NS 


TEL ME THE NAME 
(OF YOUR. TAILOR. 

чоч RAGCHKE) CAUSE 
CT DONT 


THE GERMAN USES HALF 
oF HIS TRN CAPE 


FALL) BARON. 
ENON RASCH KE! 


И 


SOME wT 
NEL, THIS MANC 
Pitas OUT 


НЕ Now LIES UNCONSCIOUS IN 
RING?z WILL THE HATED NON 
RASCHKE REVEAL TO THE WORLD| 
JusT ино THE PATRIOT REALLY 
622 DONT Miss THE NEXT 


ND PRIX WRESTLING 


[mii el 
Le Combat du Siicle 一 


антти ouam 
“Jean FERRE 
TA" = 408 ls. 


vs. 


Don Leo 
JONATHAN 
yi" . 285 №. 


m i c YEE jue 


Menan! 


The Match of the Century 


The Night The Giant Met Don Leo Jonathan № 


Jn The Montreal Forum 


By REJEAN LEGAULT 
Photos By ROGER ARPIN 


The tickets called it “The 
Match of the Century” and it 
was just that as over 16,000 fans 
'aid a record $87,000 to see Don 


Leo Jonathan face Giant Jean 
Ferre. That is an alltime gross 
receipts record for Canada 


‘The match, promoted by 
Grand Prix Wrestling, which is 
headed by Paul Vachon and 
Lucien Gregoire, is unique in 
many respects. 10 was the 
meeting of two men who are 
truly giants. Jean Ferre (who is 
known in some reds as Andre 
Rusimoff) stands 7'4” 
weighs 408 pounds, Don 
Jonathan is no midget hims 
standing 6'8" and weighing in at 
285 pounds. 

‘Phe ironic thing is that this 
record was set їп а match where 
no title was at'stake. Both are 
considered leading heavyweight 
contenders and both may 
become champions in the future, 
but this match was to settle a 
long-standing feud between two 
big men, It proved that when 
two really big stars meet, you 
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Don Leo Jonathan had a pre-match discussion with Wrestling 
Monthly editor Norm Kietzer, who flew in to cover the big event 


e seems to almost effortlessly toss the 286 Jonathan across the 


The Giant uses his trom 
Leo until the Utah star 


don’t need to have a title match 
to draw a record crowd. 

Of course there were other top. 
names on the card. Stars like 
Yvon Robert Jr, Edouard 
Carpentier, Mad Dog Vachon, 
Rapapapoiski, Rene Goulet, 
Tarzan Tyler, Paul Leduc, Jos 


Leduc, Baron von Raschke, 
Black’ Jack Mulligan, Dale 
Roberts, Jerry Brown, Zarinoff. 


Loboeul, Gilles Poisson, Reggie 
Parks, Destroyer No. 2, Johnny 
War ‘Eagle, Billy Two Rivers, 
Mitsu Arakawa, Mattie Inoue, 
Jackie Wieez, and Ricco Garcia 
certainle added to the crowd. 
From the opening bout it was 
spectacular, А very scientific 
draw between Wiecz and Garcia 
had the fans on the edge of their 
seats much of the time and four 
tag team bouts during the card 


mdous strength to twist the head of Don 
screaming in pain. 


really added to the excitement. 
But the match they were really 
all waiting for was the meeting 
between Ferre and Jonathan. 
They weren't disappointed. 

There have been big 
before in professional wrestling, 
but none who move with the 
speed and agility of Jonathan 
and Ferre, Don Leo Jonathan 
was declared the winner of this 
all-out brawl when. Ferre refused 
to break a choke hold, but we 
have a feeling we haven't seen 
the last chapter of this rivalry 
and we plan to make sure to be 
on hand if these two grapplers 
ever clash again, Title matches 
are tops in most areas, but when 
Don Leo Jonathan meets Jean 
Ferre, with no titles at stake, you 
truly do have “The Match of the 
Century.” 


men 


Jonathan shows how agila he is for a big, 
man as he delivers a perfectly timed drop. 
Kick to the chest of Ferre, 
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back ло the 
wed to defeat 


35 


By LPL AL VAVASSEUR 


Dale Lewi was om ош wrestler in Olympic and А few years later, Lewis looked much tl had become a 
Pan-American competition. Here the clean-shaven rookie is seen professional wrestling superstar but sideburns were the only change 
Wearing his U.S.A, team jacket lust alter turning professional In Dale's appearance. 


THE EVOLUTION OF i 
DALE LEWIS continues to be tops. "S 


has always been a been friends for many years. 
grea He has won t They first met each other at the 
in jn international University of Oklahoma where 


like the Oly ihey were students. They were 
and the Pan Americ both top wrestlers and spent 
Where he came away with а Gold тапу hours in the gym working 
Medal, and in professional out together. In college it was 
wrestling wh has held Lewis who had the best wrestling 
several s, including record, going all the way to the 
the Florida State Heavywe N.C.A.A. heavyweight title in 
Championship. 1961, but in their workouts in 

Last year he retuned to the gym at the University of 


Oklahoma, where he made his Oklahoma it was more or less 
amateur reputation, and was one even. 

st heros They both became 

ally changed, a professional wrestlers and 


rance although Lewis has held many 
Ў nal titles, it is Watts who 
Dale Lewis and Bill Watts had had the better record to this 
point of their professional 
Careers. It was Watts who won 
the North American 
Today Dale Lewis sports shoulder length hair, a mustache, and a lul Heavyweight Championship 
Beard. Compare this photo of the rookie Lewis on the far lett taken while Lewis remained as a top 
Over a decade apo and you will vee that he has changed both im contender 
appearance m much as in siyle. It seemed only natural that 
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Watts and Lewis should form a 

team and they did. The two 
college chums made an excellent 
team and yet Dale Lewis must 
have felt for many months now 
that he should get a shot at the 
North American Heavyweight 
Championship. After all, Dale 
must have reasoned he was better 
than Watts when they were in 
college together and why 
shouldn't he get a chance to 
prove he was better than Watts аз 
а professional. 

This undercurrent of 
resentment on the part of Dale 
Lewis finally came to a head 
during a tag team match between 
the team of Lewis and Watts and 


the Continental Warriors, 
Lorenzo Parente and Bobby 
Hart, 

Watts accidentally caused 


Lewis to lose the second fall and 
Dale became very angry at Bill. 
During the third fall Parente and 
Hart double teamed Bill and 
Lewis refused to tag off or to 
come to Bill's aid. Finally, when 
Bill lay on the mat as a battered 
nd bruised loser, Dale came into 


Dale Lewis signs a blank contract for 


the ring and proceded to stomp 
all over his partner. Then Lewis 
Went on to charge that he was 
better than Watts and that Watts 
was refusing to give him a title 
shot. In actual fact it is the 
National Wrestling ^ Alliance 
promoters who sign the matches 
and they can force Watts to meet 
any challenger. It was not Watts 
who prevented Lewis from 
getting his title shot. 

Be that as it may, these two 
great wrestlers are now sure to 
meet and with the title on the 
line. Cowboy ВШ Watts now 
wants this match as much as Dale 
Lewis does. It will be one of the 
really classic battles of wrestling 
because we have two wrestlers 
who know each other inside out. 
They have spent thousands of 
hours working out together in 
the gym and no weakness of the 
other will be unknown to his 
opponent. Whoever signs this 
North American Heavyweight 
Championship mateh will have a 
real match for the fans who are 
lucky enough to get tickets to 
see it. 


further enforce his demand that he get а tile match with North 
American Heavyweight Champion Cowboy Bill Watts 


The North American Heavyweight 
Championship belt а still held by 

Cowboy Bill Watts, but Dale Lewis 
says that he plans to change that 

situation in the near future. 
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GORILLA 
MONSOON 


His Past Record Is Great --But His Future May Be Even Better! 


А shot from one of seve 
Bruno Sammartino for 


А shot of the early Gorilla Monsoon. This was taken in Buffalo, 
New York, shortly after he turned professional 


By JOHN BROOKS RANDOLPH, 


Gorilla Monsoon today is one 
of the most popular wrestlers on 
the World Wide Wrestling 
Federation circuit, but things 
were not always loke that for the 
400-pound giant. 

Twelve years ago he was on 
the U.S. Olympic wrestling team. 
The native of New Jersey went 
into teaching after being 
graduated from college. 

However, the bigger money 
available in professional wrestling 
soon lured him back to the mat. 
But he wasn't an instant success. 
He had the size and the 
fundamental ability from 
amateur wrestling, but he didn’t 
know how to handle the brutal 
tactics of the roughnecks he was 
matched against in professional 
wrestling. 

It was then that the veteran 
manager, Wild Red Berry, 
stepped ‘into the picture. He 
changed the young wrestlers 
name to Gorilla Monsoon and 
billed him from Manchuria. 
Berry also taught Monsoon the 
many intracaces of grappling 
that Berry had learned over his 
many years, first as a successful 
wrestler and later as a manager. 
Berry was the master of 
skullduggery and Monsoon 
learned his lessons well. 

A few short months after 
Berry brought his new protege to 
W.W.W.F. territory, Monsoon, 
with his new brutal ring style and 
Berry acting as his mouthpiece, 
had worked his way up to being 
the leading contender for the 
W.W.W.F. title, then held by 
Bruno Sammartino, 

Fans may well remember the 
series of brutal battles between 
Monsoon and Sammartino that 
took place a few years back in 
the Northeast. 


(Continued On Page 62) 


Stan Stasiak finds himeell in trouble with Monsoon at Westchester 
‘County Genter in White Plans 
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ESTLING GUL 


Tn this section we attempt to list every television wrestling show in the worid, 
Although we have a fairly complete listing, the changeable nature of television 
schedules makes it impossible for us to be sure that it is complete and up to 
date. Therefore, we request that our readers help us by letting us know of any 
changes in the television schedule in their area, and of any shows that we have 
failed to list or listed incorrectly. 
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ALABAMA town 
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By GENE GORDON 


The most talkative wre: 
ever came across, that’s Ox 
Ripper. 

EY weigh 512 pounds," he told 
me when 1 interviewed him in his 
dressing room. 

"T am six feet four inches tall 
and I come from Beckley, West 
Virginia, Now, never mind asking 
about my real name. That's none 
of your business, 1 have wrestled 
under several different names 
during my career. 

“I am the strongest, toughest, 
meanest and by far the most 
handsome of any of the Super 
Heavyweight class in professional 
wrestling today, Look at my 
beautiful body.” 

Не expanded 

eventy-four 
bragged. 

“All the men worry when they 
hear 1 am invading their 
territory. All the women just sit 
around and drool over my 
handsome looks and muscular 


ler 1 
The 


chest. 
№ 


his 
inches, 


want all those jealous 
husbands not to worry when 1 
come to your area. | will not 
take you wife, but neither can 1 
help it if they fall in love with 
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New 
Superheavyweight 
Sensation 

In The Carolinas 


me, Maybe they get tired of 
seing turkey-ne husbands 
after they see а fine 
physical he-man I lUs no 
wonder you guys are afraid of 


losing your wives or girl friends. 
to get in a 
nd then, though it 


now 
wasn't easy 

"The Ox = and the nickname 
fits him perfectly — told me he 
finished high school in West 
Virginia and attended Ohio State 
University. 

"Why, I could have taken up 
dancing. Honest, I was a.real cool 
eat on the dance floor. People 
were amazed at how agile I was. 
With my education, my college 
background, 1 could have gotten. 
lots-of other jobs, but I just like 


wrestling." 

He told me he played football 
with the Akron, Ohio, pros and 
later played опе season with the 
Houston Oilers, "But football 
just wasn't my thing, I like 
Wrestling because it is more 
rugged and exciting. And you 
might. think I am conceited when 
1 brag about my beautiful body 
but facts are facts, Once they see 
me, fans never forget me, 
especially all the good looking 
females, Just call me the Eighth 
Wonder of the World." 

The friendly giant told me he 
was trained by Jim Dean, who 
during hís wrestling career was 


known as The Mighty Jumbo. 
Dean was another huge man, He 
now lives in Ocala, Florid 


where he has a toy repair shop 
and a tourist attraction 


Ox The Ripper once held the 
Super Heavyweight belt for two 
and a half years, he told me. To 


him, it doesn’t matter who his 
opponent is, as long he 
wrestles, and sometimes he takes 
оп two or three men at a time, 
Trying to body-block him is 
useless; they just bounce off him 
like rubber balls. He is truly one 


Of the most agile and fast big 
men I have ever seen, 1 must 
admit, regardless of his bragging 

I just go in there to win. 
Whatever way they want to play 
suits me fine. When I put my 
brain and super strength 
together, it’s only a matter of 
time before my opponent cries 
‘enough’ and the referee is raising 
my hand with another victory 
for Ox The Ripper. 

“Why, I have forgotten more 
holds than some of these mama’s 
boys will ever know. Sure I have 
had some unpleasant memories 
in this business. It's certainly not. 
а sport for little boys. Why, 1 
have been knifed, shot at, and 
some wrestlers have even tried to 
maim me so they don't have to 
wrestle me again. They dread to 
hear my name, much less have to 
wrestle me аз they realize they 
are doomed from the start. 

“1 have been chasing guys like 
Haystack Calhoun and Мап 
Mountain Mike for a long time. 
They are bigger than I am but 
they are afraid to get in the ring 
with me. When these guys hear Î 
am coming to their area they 
pack up and leave. They know 1 
am the King of the Supe 
Heavyweights, that's why they 
dodge me. They don’t want to 

et their reputations tarnished. 
hey are only big. I am big, and 
beautiful, too, with 


handsome 


body. They envy me 
He picked up a thick phone 
book and tore into it like 


breaking a match stem. His hands 
look like hams 

"Why, once when I was a 
oung boy Т was hit by a car. It 
Knocked me 35 feet, You know 
‚ except for a few 

fender of tha 
car ely demolished. 

During his career Ox The 
Ripper has traveled all over the 
United States. He has wrestled 
eight different bears and has 
pinned four of them, and he has 
clippings to prove ‘it. He has 
pinned Vicki, The Bruiser, Ivan 
the Terrible, and the best known 
wrestling bear, Terrible Ted 

Once when he was traveling 


through Wisconsin, he came 
across a carnival which featured a 
wrestling bear. They offered 


$100 to anyone who could stay 
three minutes with the Bear. Ox. 
The Ripper walked away with 
the money that night. The next. 
two nights he wrestled the bear 
in two other towns and won a 
total of $300, which wasn’t at all 


or with the Pittsburgh St 
Cook is applying 


bad for nine minutes’ work 
In Florida he wrestled 
alligators, and he has also 
wrestled ‘gorillas in carnivals. "I 
am just an All-American boy," 
says Ox The Ripper. “I like skin 
diving and enjoy deep sea 
fishing." He enjoys collecting 
and reading rare old books and is 
interested in antiques. He enjoys 
reading old wrestling books and 
magazines. And of course, he 
reads Wrestling Monthly and 
Wrestling Revue every month. 
‘Ox says he has bi 
five years to find a co 


Farmer Burns Wrestling 
‘Almanac, Burns, the author of 
this rare book, was one of the 
pioneer wrestlers and he's 


credited with teaching the famed 


Frank Gotch, whom he 


he can bring 
a leg hola. 


out in 


covered on a 
Humbolt, Tov 

He likes to ride motorcycles. 
As for a car, you would think a 
тап of Ох The Rippers size 
would drive a big one, but 
actually he has a Datsun station 
wagon. 

One of his favorite pastimes is 
cating. After a recent match in a 

uthern town, the Ox drank a 
wallon of iced tea, ate five 
pounds of beef liver with side 
Orders of stew beef and meat 
loaf, one loaf of bread, and 
topped this off with "three 
helpings of banana pudding. He 
left the waitress a nice tip and 
walked away smiling. 

You are either big or little, 
and Ox The Ripper is BIG all the 
way. 


farm 
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By EVAN В. TREHARNE 


"The Golden Legend of British 
уем grows as the years go 
by on the one and only Bor 
Nssirati. He certainly dominated 
the heavyweight position for 
something like 30 years, and his 
terrific strength along with his 


uci Lhe c ld ai Qe cec 


THE GREAT 
BERT 
ASSIRATI 


One Of England's and the World's Greatest 


юз 


almost 20 st,(280 Ib.) struck fear 
into the hearts of even the 
bravest wrestlers, 

Bert was born in London of 
Italian parents, and made his 
publie debut 'as part of an 
acrobatie turn in the music halls. 

a schoolboy, he excelled in 
sports, and when he joined the 
Ashdown amateur wrestling club. 


SCOTUS NES 


in Islington, his instructor was 
none other than George 
MeKEnzie, the British 
representative for Britain in the 
Olympic and Commonwealth 


Games, 
Bert Assirati made his 
professional wrestling debut in 
1928, at Belle Vue, Manchester, 


scaling at that time 14 st.(196 
1b.). When Bert had built up to 
his full power of 19% st. with a 
23" neck, 55" chest and biceps 
measuring 19", he went over to. 
America, In double quick time 
he was matched against 
Steele, the best they had to 
offer, ‘at Philadelphia. Bert, even 
at this stage, held the 

to a hard-fought, draw, and was 
the idol of Britain for the years 
following when matches against 
the best in the world 

As British Commonwealth 
and later European champion, 
Bert Assirati never officially 
became world champion, but he 
was often acknowledged as the 
world's greatest premier wrestler, 

їп the eyes of many he was 
generally. as world 
champion Т, Assirati 
ged w mpion Lou 
but Thesz firmly refused, 
Standing a mere 5-6 high, he 
appeared to be as broad аз he 
was high, and most certainly a 
very difficult man to wrestle, as 
his strength combined with ‘his 
weight was enormous. Such wi 
his physique, he seemed able to 
well absorb All punishment with. 
ease, When Johnny Kwango once 
used his famous head-butt to 
Assirati’s large expanse of 
Waistline, poor Kwango 
rebounded, just as if he had 
thrown himself against a brick 
wall. 

‘As had many other wrestlers, 
Bert Assirati built up much of his 
size and strength through 
Weight-training. Had he taken to 
ght-lifting and concentrated 

(Continued On Page 65) 


THE 1972 A.W.A. - W.F.I.A. REGIONAL 


FAN CLUB CONFERENCE IN MILWAUKEE 
RENEE E 


By DON WILSON & KATHY SZAL 


ukee at the 
Hotel on 
April 13, after leaving some hot 
weather behind in St. Louis, we 
found it only about ten degrees 
above freezing, but nothing was 
to dampen our spirits for the 
first Wrestling Fans" 
International Association 
Regional Conference. sponsored 
by the AWA 

Kathy 
president of the AWA. 
Club, was also Chairwoman of 
the ‘event, and Friday, April 


who is 


lth, saw fans arriving from not. 
only’ the Milwaukee area, but 
from Ilinois, Michigan Missouri, 
Kentucky and Oklahoma. Wé 
opened the doors of the Empire 
Room at 10 АМ. and started 
the 

the АМА. WELA., 
ain Fan Club, Billy 
Robinson Fan Club, photo cubes 
and a film display. "Then with a. 
great deal of conversation, lunch 


vd wenig Edie Mariin Fan Club display: 
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Dennis Hilgert receiving Promoter of the Year award — Milwaukee's 


Dr, X receiving a plague for a job well done as Master of 
Ceremonies 


and dinner, we had our first brief 
meeting that evening, followed 
by some excellent movies by 
Mike Gratehner of Bloomington, 
Ilinois, which lasted til nearly 11 
PM 
Saturday morning, bright. and 
rly, we opened the Empire 
Room again, and started with 
1 meeting, a talk on the 
у of the W.F.LA. and the 
operation of the fan chibs, along 
with a wrestling quiz. 

After breaking for lunch, there 
was another meeting in the 
afternoon, and a quiz, that I 
thought was a bit tougher, but 
found several winners, all of 
whom won some lent 
prizes. 

Since the room was needed 
that evening for a large dance 
party, and most of us had 
already planned to be in Chicago 
for the wrestling card anyway, 
receiving a we broke early, giving the 
Year. catering personnel some extra 
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time to get things ready, plus, of. 
course, We had to take down the 


displays. 
ieaving about 5 РМ. for 
Chicago, stopping enroute for 
dinner, We arrived there to find a 
sell-out crows, which caused 
some problems, for five of the 
nineteen who went to Chicago 
didn't have tickets. We certainly 
‘owe а debt of gratitude to one of 
the nation's leading villains who 
assisted in making sure everyone 
was able to see the matches. 
What a night! After stopping 
to eat, then driving back to 
Milwaukee, it was 5:30 АМ. 
before many of us got to bed, 
and with a meeting set for 9:30, 
and setting up the displays again, 
well, | made it at 8:45, Shortly 
after ten, Big К arrived on the 


scene, and talked about two 
hours on his wrestling 
experiences, as a manager, with a. 

session. 1 


uestion-and-answer 
thought’ the complete bit was a 
surprise not only to the fans, but 
to Big K as well, who did a 
tremendous job, ‘and it was 
enjoyed by all. 

We paused to eat lunch and 
back to the Empire Room at 
about 1:30 P.M. Cowboy Bill 


Watts and Treach Phillips came. 


down to look at the displays. Bill 
and  Treach walked around, 
posed for a few pictures and 
Signed a few autographs. 

‘After lunch, we headed for the 
Auditorium. The matches were 
set for 3 РМ. and Promoter 
Dennis Hilgert had an excellent. 
card, with another sellout crowd. 
Milwaukee fans are lucky to ha 
Such an outstanding promoter as 
Mr. Hilgert, who has had a 
number of sellouts during the 
past few months, and with the 
cards he presenis, it is most 
understandable. 

That Sunday evening at 7 
P.M., the banquet started. Dr. X 


served as master of ceremonie 
Also on hand were Ramon 
Torres, Don  Muraco, Chris 


Markoff, Treach Phillips, and last 
but not least Dennis Hilgert, our 
promoter. 

‘Among the winners of the 
beautiful trophies were Dorothy 
Smith and Charlene Dernil of 
Louisville for their display of the 
Eddie Marlin Fan Club, of which 
Dorothy is president, Dennis 
Hilgert received a trophy as 
of the nation’s leadi 
promoters, and Dr. X for doing 
Such a fine job as master of 
ceremonies. Receiving a trophy 


as an outstanding wrestler, was 
Billy Robinson. He had planned 
io attend, but visa problems 
prevented "this, so his fan club 
resident, Diana Carter, accepted 
шорду in his behalf. Ivan 
Koloff had to fly to Vancouver 
that night but he was voted the 
“Top Villain of the Year" and 
knew that he was to receive the 
trophy and saw it that afternoon. 
He was very happy about it. 

Among those sitting at the 

head table were Don Wilson, Fan 
Club Editor of WRESTLING 
REVUE, and Executive director 
of the W.F.LA. Kathy 
Szalewski, who received a plaque 
from the W.F.LA. for doing such 
am outstanding job. with the 
Conference, Dr. X, Dennis 
Hilgert, Don Muraco and Ramon 
Torres. 
Other notables who either 
attended the banguet or dropped 
by earlier, were Bill Watts, Chris 
Markoff, ivan Koloff and reach 
Phillips, 

A fantastic weekend, and I 
certainly hope many of you can 
attend the annual Interhational 
Conference set for October 6th, 
Tth, and Sth at the Surf Rider 
Inn, on the beach at Santa 
Monica, California. 


Ae you musing any back mues of WRESTLING MONTHEY? Fora imed ume we wil hare rm mest our 
ine magazine available 10 you. These ues are destined to become ine mont saneti ааст т оош 
WRESTLING REVUE. As you know, the fis issue of Revue is now selling for over $100.00 amd тылу чш oe 
impossible to find, We have Just a few copies of our fist years sues of WRESTLING MONTHLY АШ NDE 


and they are selling while they last for only $1.00 each. 
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THE 
MAT NEWS 


By EVAN В. TREHARNE 


nask ond was Sabu, champion of India, has a stopover leg 


Count Bartell wrestled in 
undeleated for twenty ven 


Bobo Matu, the Tongon War ‘Two, His Commanding 
heavyweight, defeated Count Officer was Roi Ansesti, who 
Bartelli, by a submission after a today is referee for Ringsport 
hectic struggle. Bartelli had to Promotions, 
remove his shoe before being Recently, Count Bartelli was 
able to walk from the ring. being interviewed Бу a 

The barefoot Tongan, 5'9" newspaper reporter, and made a 
and 210 lbs is а wrestler with kind remark about my reports on 
Wrestling experience in Europe wrestling, saying that 1 really 
And India, and has a great love wrestling for wrestling's 
following in this country. He sake, and noi just writing a 
intends to wrestle in Japan column to fill space. Thanks, 
the U.S.A, in the near future, Count Bartelli, your remark is 
Bobo built up his strength very much appreciated, and 1 
through weightlifting and shall do my best to always live 
tentang; up to it, Long before 4 ever 

Count Bartell reported wrestling, 1 always 
feet tall and some believed wrestling was far the 
something like 20 y he better body-builder than boxing, 
wrestled in a mask, undefeated and I have experience of both 
until Kendo Nagasaki beat him sports. 

Some years ago. On being There is nothing like a tag 
Unmasked, wrestling fans match to stir up the action, and a 
discovered their hero was none bout between Les Kellett and 
other than Geoff Conliff. Dave Barrie against The Hell's 
However, even today the name Angles was no exception. Right 
Johnny Kwango and Len Hurst are one ofthe Count Bartelli remains, as he is from the start there was а hell of 
most popuiar teams in Britain. still a heavyweight favourite, a tangle, Bobby Barnes and 

Bartelli served through World (Continued On Page 50) 
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FOR BRUNO 


A RARE SPECIAL 


FANS 


BRUNO 


$1.00 


| 


never seen before — His Family, His Friends, His 


HIS VERY 
OWN 
BOOK. 


A LIMITED 
EDITION - 

A REAL 
COLLECTOR’S 
ITEM... 


BRUNO 48 Pages chocked full of pictures, many of them 


Greatest Matches — 


Over 160 exclusive pictures of Bruno Sammartino — The Most Popular 


Wrestler of the NOW Generation. mese eS т 
Yes, Forty Eight Pages CHAMPION SPORTS PUBLISHING CORP. П 
of Bruno and nothing but Bruno. РО Во аата 10670 1 
A Once-In-A-Lifetime ЗЕЕ 1 
opportunity for his million fans — = 1 
m ? 

So Don't Wait, Order your сору NOWI. | ps 1 
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BRITISH MAT NEWS. 
Continued From Page 48) 


‘Our British Editor, Evan R. Treharne, with two giant heavyweights — "Rebel" Ray Hunter 
and "Judo" Al Hayes — just before Hayes and Hunter went into action as а tag team at 


Сман. 


Kellett were so locked up the 
referee tried to sort matters out, 
but he too became part of the 
tangle. The greater experience of 
Barnes was soon made clear by 
the way he handled Barrie. 
However, a badly timed 
Clrop-kick'by Barnes misfired, 
and Barrie neatly stepped in to 
apple a folding press and gain the 
First fall, 

Soon afterward the {ош 
wrestlers were all in the ring at 
the same time, Barnes was going 
Crazy, with forearm smashes on 
Barrie, and when Street kept 
interfering, Kellett dived in to 
help out. Street got himself a 
public warning, then Barnes 
“weakened Barrie enough to score 
the equalizing fall, after 14% 
minutes of the bout, 

Some really quick tagging оп 
the part of The Hell's Angels, 
then Les Kellett gained the 
"winning fall over Bobby Barnes 
when the bout was 17 minutes 
апа 50 seconds old. 

When the vastly experienced 
Tibor Szakacs was taken by a 
flying tackle in the first round 
and pinned within a matter of 
seconds by Peter Stewart, the 
fans must have thought they 
would be going home early. 
However, these two fine 
heavyweights served up some 
temic. wrestling, then Tibor 

ined the equalizing fall in the 

fth session. With another pinfall 
to his credit in the sixth, Tibor 
won the match by two falls to 


бе 


Charles the Welsh 
light-heavy weight champion, met 
Billy Howes of Bolton in a retum 
contest, the fans expected plenty 
of fireworks, and they got just 
that. Throughout the bout the 
fiery Howes put on all the 
pressure, whilst Charles, his usual 
smiling Self, was forced to fight 
hard. The result was a 
iremendous battle. Howes went 
into the lead, but by the sixth 
Charles used a croteh-lift, body 
slam and pin to equalize. Then in 
the seventh, Charles 
shoulder-charged “Howes and 
appeared to be getting on top, 
when Howes dived back in 
smartly to score a folding press 
and win the match, two falls to 
опе. Howes got the jeers, and 
Charles the cheers. By ‘now, 
Tony Charles will be in the 
U.S.A. where the American fans 
re sure to enjoy his special 
brand of wrestling 

Jackie Pallo met Mick 
McMichael in a  catchweight 
contest, and although the lighter 
man, Pallo almost talked his man 
to death. The fans roared their 
disaproval of Pallo's dubious 
moves but Jackie shouted back 
at them, “Oh! shut up. 
lady yelled back at h 


os 

When Pallo got his 
tangled in the ropes, 
MeMichael helped him fr 
all he got for his trouble 
barrage of elbow slams. 


EN л ы 


Mick hurt his shoulder, 


then 
Pallo played on it and gained a 
submission from a reverse arm, 
lever, but yet he lost the bout for 
retaining the hold far too long 
after the submission. Pallo was 


good and mad at 
disqualified, but he had 
himself to blame. 

A heavyweight, bout between 
AI Martinelli and Steve Veidor 
was short-lived. Early in the first. 
session, Martinelli was caught by 
а dropkick that sent him 
spreadeagled over the top rope 
with his foot caught in the lower 
rope, The strain was too great, 
and Martinelli was unable to 
resume hostilities, 

Kendo Nagasaki, the masked 


being 
only 


man at 62" and 214 lbs., took 
on Albert Wall, the British 
heavyweight champion, who 
himself is a giant of lbs. 
Both men went quickly into 


action. Wall lifted with a croteh 
hold, and then threw his 
opponent over his head 
backwards. Usually Kendo 


ihe better of matters against 
smaller heavyweights, but now 
he was having quite a rough time. 

In the second round, Kendo 
applied ап arm lock which 
iroubles Wall a great deal, and he 
kept rolling around the ring in an 
effort to escape. Once free, he 
clamped -a head scissors on 
Kendo, then Wall threw his man 
through the ropes on top of the 
TV camera. On regaining the 
ring, Kendo had all his work cut 
out trying to avoid being pinned. 

In the third round, Kendo 
used a sleeper hold which did 
Wall no good at all, but referee 
Billy Barber intervened and 
broke the hold. Following a 
posting from Wall, Kendo 
brought his man to a sudden halt 
with a two-footed kick, but the 
British champion almost gained а 
all 

‘The action was thick and fast. 
for two such big men, but they 
kept it up and both ended up 
going through the ropes. Both 
men were" counted out, for a 
draw verdict 

Jackie Palio and son wrestled a 
cracking win over tag partners 
Chris Ballet and Dick Conlan, 
“The Artful Dodgers.’ Jackie Jr. 
keeps improving with every 
contest, and when the four 
wrestlers were hammering things 
out in the ring at the same time, 
including the referee, Jackie" Jr. 
did very well for himself, and 
gained the winning fall for 
himself and his dad. 


WRESTLING MONTHLY PUZZLE 


SONS OF WRESTLING By CHARLES A. IRVE? 


1. This mighty midget mauler is always a top contender dor the midget wrestling crown- 


2: This favorite SON defeated Sandor Szabo on June 5, 1941, to win the World Heavyweight 
Championship: ON 


З. Real name of the fabulous women's champion, Fabulous Moolah: .........SON 

4. This Montana cowboy returned to mat wars after an eight. year retirement- 
SON 

5. Big Bill Miller donned a mask and earned a shot at Dory Funk's NWA title as- 
SON. 


6, Canadian wrestler, formerly a protege of Whipper Billy Watson 
right vee. SON, 
7. Undefeated as British Empire Champion, this Favorite Son's favorite hold is the 
suplex, SON 
В. This blond grappler, a former tag team partner of Freddie Blassio, was for a short time the 
Wesi Coast Americas Champion- SON NOSuwH әрәмв ‘YI 
9. "This masterful midget’s Inst name is the same as former cowboy star Howard Hop-Along- | МОМ эшион "ET 
SON. à Nosuyor &po 
10. An exeiting wrestler on his own, when teamed with his brother Ole this Favorite Son has NOSION рд 
had many exciting matches against the team of Becker und Weaver- .. SON мозәриу әшә 01 
11, One of the biggest girls in wrestling, this young lady has a temper to match her size, | piss) Хой AuNOS 
mean SON NOSitD uod '8. 
12, This Negro star is known as the Soulman of wrestling: SON NOSuIqoM AINA "2. 
13, "This wrestling Son is aptly referred to as "The old pro from St, Joe," in the first зше of | — NOSHaqoM Коза 
“Wrestling Monthly," . SON quhux NOSUN әш, `G 
14, This rough, tough giant Is half of the famous tag team of Rip Hawn and ....... SON NOSES A00 00) 
Nositta utr 
NOSPuoT I PUA 
лиң Aog SUNOS "T. 


now a star in his own. 
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BRUNO SAMMARTINO 
THE SCOTT BROTHERS 
BOBBY SHANE 

THE SHEIK 

WILBUT SNYDER 
EVELYN STEVENS 

RAY STEVENS 
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RIP TYLER & EDDIE SULLIVAN NAMED 
OUTSTANDING TAG TEAM ON GULF COAST 


Wrestling Monthly's Lew Eskin Presents Trophy. 


By AL LEWIS 


Once more the Rip 
Tyler-Eddie Sullivan duo has 
added another honor to its fast 
growing list of accomplishments, 
This time this honor was in 
ihe form of a trophy naming 
them the Most Outstanding Tag 
Team of the Year. In Ap 
before a capacity crowd i 
Dothan, Alabama, Lew Eskin, 
Associate Publisher of 
WRESTLING MONTHLY, 
presented them with the trophy: 
Of course there were many teams 
to be considered, but there wi 
never a doubt as to who was the 


on top of 
ess and are now 


the ladder of suci 
adding more steps to that ladder 
in order to climb even higher. 
They can meet and defeat the 
best in the business with little 
difficulty, But don't think for a 


moment that because they are 
the greatest they will slow down 
in their pursuit for the very top. 

Each match they have displays 
their skill and ability to work 
together ав а team destined for 
only the highest awards in 
wrestling today. They are indeed 
compatible in the ring, with each 
knowing the other as if they 
were brothers and not just tru 
and loyal friends. 

One stick of dynamite can do 
a lot of harm when set off; but, 
two can be devastating, That is 
what Rip and Eddie are when 
both of their well trained minds 
are combined as one powerful 
machine dedicated to the rapid 
defeat. of their opponents. They 
have lit a fire that can only burn 
brighter as time goes on and have 
given wrestling devotees 
Something to talk about. They 
have done outstandingly well, 
but the best is yet to come. 

Mr. Eskin and those involved 
with this presentation have 
shown good taste and excellent 
judgment by giving this trophy 
to the only two men that could 
possibly deserve it. 1 applaud 
their decision, but primarily 1 
applaud Eddie Sullivan and Rip 
‘Tyler. 


Eddie Sullivan 


IF YOU COULD GROW MORE HAIR 
ON YOUR HEAD IN TWO WEEKS 
WOULD YOU SPEND 25¢ TO 


[| piscover now 


Fantastic new breakthrough in growing N 
hair, Positively NO wigs, toupées, 
transplanta or lotions, We guarantee 


PO, Box 146 
ow 12121 


DON'T MISS THE SPECIAL 
FEATURE ON VICTOR 
RIVERA IN THE SEPTEMBER 
ISSUE OF WRESTLING 
REVUE 
т a ги? Join те 

AMATEUR GIRLS WRESTLING ASSOCIATION. 
A RATION IDE ©, 

NAUTAE 


МЕ MEN. 
maon this DYNAMIC "and 


RAPIDLY GROWING NATIONAL "ORGANIZA 
TION — Send 3300 C» 


A. 8, W., ASSOCIATION, 
Cos Angeles: C. 


$30,000.00 


help for balding heads, 
HAIR-GROWTH BUREAU BRAMPTON, ONT, CANADA 


Send 25¢ coin 


.— RINGSPORT (Combat Monthly) 
The Magazine With a Punch. 


subseription $5.00. Please sand 
dolar bills to save hoavy bank charges. 
Special introductory offer: Two male & 
female wrestling magazines FREE with 
every subscription. 

Every issue packed with your favourites 
of the wrertlin 

RINGSPORT PUBLICATIONS (M) 5 
‘Stockland St., Caerphilly, Glam, СЕВ 1 GO, 


UK. 
CAS ее 


IN CASH PRIZES! 


$15 ,000.00 FIRST PRIZE _ © 


UST SOLVE OUR SIMPLE PUZZLES AND YOU MAY BE ON YOUR WAY. 


FinsTPRIZE 


| Official Entry Blank 


Arsen 80000 00 rm 


RULES & DIRECTIONS 


Кр ra ere 


Nem Plone rn 


oun |c[e[n 
orm ult 
numm о|р 
mim i|n|e 


OFFICIAL 
ENTRY PUZZLE 


AQUARIUS CONTESTS 7551 MELNOSEAVE, ehe 


SNe CALIFORNIA ое 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90046 


а.о 


READERS’ FORUM 
(Continued From Page 6) 


top it off, an airplane spin. Jonathan, 
Bear and McClarty left the ring while a 
battered. Brown tried to get up. This. 
week, Jonathan is challenging Brown 
for the belt and it's going to be a 


dandy. 

Also, Buck Ramstead won a 
14-тап battle royal in Vancouver, 
B.C, 


So, | hope WR and/or WM head for 

the Washington-British Columbia area 

for a story on some of the most 
exciting grappling in the Northwest, 

Mark Markley 

Mount Vernon, Washington 


FUNK CHAMP, 
BUT BRISCOE NEXT 


Sirs 

1 am getting sick and tired of 
hearing people cut down Funk as 
champion. The man has defended his 
title against the top names in wrestling 


and defeated them all. In St. Louis 
alone he has beaten The Bruiser, 
Kiniski, Lanza, Brisco, O'Connor, 


Valentine, Harley Race, Big Bilt Miller, 
Von Raschke and Rufus R. Jones. You 
can't find better wrestlers than these 
and Funk defeated them all soundly. 

1 read a letter last month from 
Bruce Lage of Florida. He felt Brisco 
should be champion. He also seemed 
Upset because Funk is "always" 
getting himself distualigied against 
Brisco, I've seen those matches Funk 
has had against Brisco in Florida, | 
don't blame Funk for hating to wrestle 
Brisco there, The referee gave Funk a 
fast count in a non-title bout and in 
that match they had in Miami the 
referee disqualified Funk for 
accidentally throwing Brisco over the 
ropes. Does that sound like Funk's 
fault? 

Incidentally, Funk and Brisco had a 
death match recently in St. Petersburg, 
Now, if Brisco was the better man he 
would have defeated Funk. He didn't 

So, the next time someone writes in 
and says Funk doesn’t deserve that 
belt, remind them of the men Funk 
has beaten and the crowds he draws, 
He's a great champion and long may 
he reign, 

Incidentally, Bruce, Lage, and | 
agree Brisco will win Funk's title, And, 
watch for it to happen in St. Louis, 
the wrestling capital of the world, 

В. Sitzes 
St. Louis, Mo. 


by JAMES С. MELBY 


Doug Cole, White Birch Road, West. 
Redding, Conn, 06896, would like pen 
pals from the following areas: New 
York City, Boston, Springfield, North 
Attleboro and Marblehead, Mass., New 
Castle, Hamburg, and Pittsburgh, Pa., 
‘Trenton and Cherry Hill, New Jersey; 
and any other cities on the coast. 

Pat Rogan, 22 Coppertree 
Babylon, N.Y. 11702, is selling 
wrestling magazines at a very low 
price, Fans can write for a list. The 
price for the list will be a dime or an 


ight cent stamp. Pat is also selling 
clippings and results, 
Ken M. Jugan, 434 Ohio Avenue, 


Glassport, Pa, 15045, sent me h 
signed permission slip from Luis 
Martinez to start the Lulz Martinez 
International Fan Club. Yearly dues 


am Members will receive an 
X10 photo, by-monthly 
with newsletters in 
memberhsip card, plus many other 
surprises. Ken would also like to hear 

m anyone who has results from 
Luis Martinez’ matches from 1960 to 
the present. He would also like to hear. 
from anyone who has photos of him. 

Tom Erickson, 195 Nagle Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10034, would like 
pen pals from the Los Angeles, Texas 


and Detroit areas, His favorite 
wrestlers are: John Tolos, Johnny 
Valentine, Mil Mascaras, Jim Valient, 


Bruno Sammartino, and Karl Goteh. 
He would also like (o obtain photos of 
‘The Golden Greek and find out where 
Karl Gotch is now wrestling. Tom is 
15. 

Miss Arlene Sobucki, 9810 South 
Escanaba Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 60617, 
would like to have pen pals who 
enjoythis column. 

T received a letter from Mark Silver, 
40 Lynn Haven Road, Toronto, 39 
Ontario, Canada, informing me that he 
has been forced to disband his club, 
‘The Wrestling Scene. However, he will 
be selling grab bags for 75 cents and. 
$1.25, this includes postage. "The grab. 


— bags will have magazines, clippings, 


photos, programs, etc. Mark would 
also like to obtain pen pals from across 
the world. 

Mary Ann Moss, 2319 Barren Hill 
Road, Lafayette "НИ, Pa. 19444, 
would like to have pen-pals from all 
over the United States and rest of the 
world, She is also interested in trading 
and buying wrestling photos, 

Barry Rossheim, 150-27 14 Road, 
Whitestone N.Y. 11357, is interested 

‘obtaining pen pals who enjoy Pedro 
Morales, Jay strongbow, Sonny Ki 
Victor Rivera, Manuel Soto, Rene 
Goulet, Karl Gotch and Bobo Brazil, 

is also interested їр obtaining 

* of those .stars and other 
W.W.W.P, wrestling stars. 

Mike Blanchfeld, 58 дом 


reet, 
Petawawa, Ont.. 


has started a kid 


А! Vavasour. Al is ot 
‘the top color photographer in professional 


a ail a dela eel 


wrestling club, He and his friends want 
Хо sell pictures of themselves in action 
for 5 cents. 

Harry Stegall, Meadows of Danville, 
Va. 24120, is a fan of Mil Masearas, 
and he would like to hear from anyone. 
who has pictures to sel 

"imm D. Carlson, 2720. West 
Howard Avenue, Milwaukee, Wis. 
53221, recently sent me his permission, 
slip from Doctor X enüüing him to. 
start a fan club in Doctor X's honor. 
Members will receive a membership. 
card, a wallet size photo of Doctor X 
and an 8 X 10 photo of Doctor X in 
color and a bimonthly bulletin, 
Annual dues are $3.00, 

Calvin Hambrick, 330 North Ninth 
Street, MeAllen, Texas 78501, has 
‘wrestling items and photos for sale, He. 
has many Mexico Wrestling magazines. 


p 


(s children are (I to r} Anthony, 
Arnold, 7; and Arlene, 


Mascaras and Mendoza are featured in 
Write ups in 


George Schire Jr. is president of the 
U-new Ramon Torres fan club. To 
pin, send $1.50 to Ramon Torres Fan 
Лир, с/о George Schire Jr., Р.О. Box 
46, St. Paul Park, Minn. 55071. 
embers receive six bulletins and an 
| X 10 of Ramon. 

As always, Rosie Macumber has 
pt in contact with me so I can keep 
р with the actions of her honorary, 
zd Carpentier. You can get in touch 
vith this top notch club that honors 
he Flying Frenchman by writing to 
Rosie at 221 Jasper Drive, Security, 
ol. 80911. 

Received the current issue of the 
an Francisco АП Star Wrestling 
ewsletter. You can get a sample copy 
Or only 40 cents or a one years 
ubscription for only $3.00. Please 
Ole the new address: 3844 Mission 
treet, Box 4, San Francisco, Calif. 


Doctor h some of his many fans, 
They are (I to +) Susan Baker, Sharon 


94110. 

Just received the first edition of a 
very excellent bulletin entitled Mat 
Report Fan Club. If you want to pick 
up this collectors item, write to Jeff 
Cooper at 2145 West Arthur, Chicago, 
m. 60645. 

One of the real top notch new fan 
clubs is headed by Diana J. Carter, in 
behalf of England's Billy Robinson. 
Her address is 725 State Street, Union 
Grove, Wisc. 53182. М 

For all the fans of the poplular 
Mexican star, Pepper Gomez, there 
now is a club for you. To keep up on 
all the action of the red hot Pepper 
write to fan club president, Frank 
Cather at Sta. С.Р.О. Box 4327, San 
Jose, Calif. 95126. 

Just received the number 12 issue 
of Wrestling Results. You can obtain a 
sample copy of this international 
journal of the mat by writing to Stuart 
Saks, 14 Mitchell Avenue, Plainview. 
N.Y. 11803. 


Vickers, Cindy Baker, DeAnn Diehl, and 


Becky Jones. 


Louis Green, 2911 Brighton 5th 
Street, Brooklyn N.Y. 11235, has 
pictures for sale. His 3% x 3% color 
photos are 35 cents each. From 4he 
sample copies that Louis sent me; I 
can honestly say that his pictures are 
excellent. Louis also publishes a 
bulletin called Wrestling Mat Report, 
which normally sells for 60 cents per 
issue, but as a special to the readers of 
this column it is on sale for 25 cents. 
‘This is a bi-monthly publication and 
subscriptions are $3.00 a year, and the 
subscriber will receive a black and 
white photo every other month 

A rea fine club is the Texas 
Wrestling Scene. A sample copy is 35 
cents and to join for a year the cost is 
$2.00. The bulletins are bi-monthly. 
То get in touch with this fine club 
write to Robert Cunningham, 3509 
Kent Lane, Wichita Falls, Tex. 76308. 
Robert would also like реп pals. He 
collects photos, clippings, articles, etc. 
оп Sputnik Monroe. 

А good friend, and on 
photographers in wrestling is Gene 
Jordon, 419 Sylvania Avenue, 
Charlotte, М.С. 28206 Gene's specialty 
is girl wrestlers, He has the girls in 
color and black and white, action and 
posed. All his work is 8 x 10's. Gene 
and myself have had problems reading 
some of the correspondence we have 
received from fans. I would like to 
emphasize that people must try to 
write as legibly as possible, so we can 
do our best to speedily and effectively 
reply to your requests 

Just received the latest issue of The 
New England W.W.F. News, You can 
obtain a ѕатрі copy of this excell 
bulletin for only 25 cents or a five 
issue subscription for $1.00. Write to 
Terry Allen at 110 Atlantic Avenue, 
Marblehead, Mass. 01945" 

As I have mentioned in previous 
columns, one of the finest amateur 
publications is Brian Maton's 
Drop-kick magazine. Drop-kick comes 
out twice a month, covers all the 
action in Detroit, and cost 50 cents 
рег issue, You can obtain а copy by 
Writing to Brian at 15697 Plaza Drive, 
Taylor, Mich. 48180. 

Another one of my real favorites is 
Ron Dobratzs Wrestling Information 
Bulletin. You can obtain a sample 
copy fo one of the best for only 50 
cenis by writing to Ron at P.O. Box 
1807, Rockford, Ш. 61110. 

Just received ihe current issue 
(number 53) of Wrestling Mat News 
from Michael Tenay, He announced 
that as of June 1, Wrestling Mat News 
will only be sold by the single copy 
price of 25 cents, Although he is no 
longer accepting yearly subscriptions, 
he wil take a maximum 4 issue 
equest for $1.00. You can write to 


of the best 


Tina Ivers le a longtime wrestling fan, 
Originally trom Scotland, she has а very 


taken by LIT AN, 


Mike at 8952 Mills Avenue, Whittier, 
Calif. 90605, 


Michigan 
ouch with this 
. excellent club by writing to 8294 
Olympia, Detroit, Mich, 18213, 


Жолы 


James Reeves 
Charleston Heights, S.C. 
excellent color pictures for sal 

George Hill of 8110 North Ashley 
Street, Tampa, Fla. 34604, has quite a 
few old programs from Tampa and 
Lakeland to trade. George will send 


Box 4529, 
o, has 


| (Continued on Page 59) 
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LISTENING POST 
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fans are still talking about. Just 
how long Von Erich will hang on 
to his title is а moot question. By 
the time this appears in print it is 
possible that a successor will be 


sitting on the throne, or Von 
rich could still be champion. 
Because of deadlines ме 


cannot forecast what can happen 
in the future as far as champions 
are concerned. Championships 
апа titles can change overnight 
so it is sometimes a difficult 
matter to bring these things right 
up to date, 

It remains for pro wrestling to 
come up with good deeds from 
time to time, Fred С. Oakley, 
another of my correspondents 
from Florida, informs me that 
when Charlie Mack (12 
pounds) and David Kenchen 
(149%), both wrestlers at 
Miami-Dade Junior College, 
competed and won, to qualifying 
for the Olympic Trials in 
Minneapolis, the question arose 
as to how they could compete ir 
those trials because they were 
without funds to make the trip. 

Promoter Eddie Graham of 

id; "When we heard of 
d of those two athletes 
we immediately offered to pay 
their plane fares.” Then Louie 
‘Tillet appeared on the scene and. 
said they would combine to pay 
the entire bills for the two area 
wrestlers and their coach Chuck 
that 


Almeida во they сап 
compete in the Olympic Tria 
matches, 

Such splendid support on the 


part of Eddie Graham and Louie 
Tillet is something that а person 
has to admire. They provided the 
privilege of very deserving 
athletes being allowed to test 
their mat prowess for possible 
Olympic honors. Let us hope 
that Charlie Mack and David 
Kinchen will come through with 
flying colors, 

You can’t keep a good man 
down, is an old proverb. It 
fittingly applies to Whipper Billy 
Watson who, several months ago, 
ined crushed legs when he 
was struck by an errant motorist 
when he was taking screens from 
his car truck. During his 
convalescence Whipper received 
hundreds of postcards from his 
many firends throughout the 

and Canada wishing him 
on the way to complete 
recovery. It is possible that 
Whipper will never compete on 


the mat again, but he will keep 
his hand on the pulse of 
wrestling as the right hand man 
for Promoter Frank Tunney in 
Toronto. Good luck to you, 
Whipper. It is great to see you 
back. 

lf anyone knows the 
whereabouts of Roy Graham, a 
wrestling giant of yesteryear, the 
writer would appreciate hearing 
from you. . .One of greatest mat 
competitors is none other than 
Verne Gagne who is Champion 


of the American Wrestling 
‘Alliance faction. Like wine, 
Verne seems to improve with 


age... We get the news that Ski 
Hi Lee is ailing in Europe. The 
big fellow will never forget. the 
time he was forced to spend 30 
days in the Welland County jail 
in Canada because he struck back 
at a fan who had taken a poke at 


him оп the way to the 
dressing-room, Lee always 
considered the incident as a 


miscarriage of justice as the fan 
provoked the incident in the first 


place. 

Among the most improved 
wrestlers of the year are Ben 
Justice, George 


Mad-Dog 
Momberg, Whipper Watson, Jr., 
Pete Sanchez, Tony Parisi, The 
Executioner, The Enforcer, 
Yoshino ‘Sato, Jacques 
Rougeau, . At the rate wrestling 
has increased the ctowds from 
coast to coast all we can say is 
that wrestling is here to stay and 
has earned the right to be placed 
in its rightful place in the sports. 
curriculum. Do we get a second 
to that opinion? 

Don't be disappointed when 
you cannot purchase 
WRESTLING REVUE and 
WRESTLING MONTHLY on the 
newsstands. Why not sit down 
right now and write out your 
check for $12.00 and get both of 
these great magazines mailed to 
you each month at savings to 


you of $2.40 under the 
newsstand price, Send those 


checks to Champion Sports Pub. 
Corp., 351 Manville Road, 
Pleasantville,-N.Y, 10570. You'll 
be glad you did, because you can 
keep up with what is going on in 
the wrestling world, 


Because of my huge volume of 
mail, questions and inquiries 
about wrestling, wrestlers and 


pictures of wrestlers cannot be 
answered unless your letters are 
Accompanied by a self-addressed 
envelope, The writer can be 
contacted at 138 Lockwood 
Ave., Buffalo, N.Y, 14220. 


Wrestling Monthly's Fan Club Editor, James 
Melby, with Joe Tangera and Guy Brur 
In Tangero's St. Loun restaurant. Joe ang 


one in exchange to anyone who sends 
а program from their area, 

Atomie Drop is the title of the 
official fan club publication for the 
redhead star, Red Bastien. The address 
of his fan club is 911 Bell Avenue, 
Sheboygan, Wis, 53081. 

An interesting offer for program 
collectors is a 12:issue subseription of 
N.W.A. Wrestling, the official 
Honolulu proggram for only $2.00. 
{ You ean get these programs by writing 


io 9846; onohi Street, Aiea, 
Hawaii 96701 


+ Karch of 5621 Minnetonka 
210, St. Louis Park, Minn. 
has a fan club for Nick 

Bockwinkel. You can obtain a sample 
copy of The Lean Mean Machine, the 

. official fan club publication, for 50 


em 
Lone Sur Wrestling в a 
| professionally “printed newspaper 
Covering the wrestling action in Texas, 
d i an ежени buy for al 
О esting fane? LAW ie 60 cenis per 
О ру or $5.00 for а метење 
Subiripiion. Their addres P.O, Box 
1567, Irving, Tex. 75060 
‘Another’ professionally printed 
wrestling newspaper is the Ringside 
Reporter, whieh corem action In 
Oregon. Vou can obtains sample copy 
er 28 cents ог а subscription for 
$250 һу wnting to Р.О. Box 324; 
Eugene, Ore, 97401 
Ho obtain your гору fo The 1972 
ANA Officia! Westling Yearbook, 
send, $1.25 to Wrestling Yearbook, 
S01 Burntsiae Drive” North, 
Minneapolis, inn, 39422. "This 
pare ook features color pictures 
of Vere Gagne, The Crusher, and Ray 
Stevens and Nick Bockvinkel, 
Due lo numerous requests, we have 
recently enlarged our sale on Wrestling 


Guy will be remembered by wrestling ta 
э the Brunetti Brothers, onc 
{cams ofthe 1950's and 1960 


News AW,A. Ilustrated., the number 
‘one arena wrestling magazine. We stil 
have available Packet A, which 
contains nine different issues for three 
dollars, ог Packet B, nine other 
different issues, also for three dollars. 
‘As we have mentioned before, you can 
‘obtain a combination Packet A & B, 
18 different issues for only $5.00, 
which is a savings of $4.00 off of cover. 
price. We have just recently added 
Packets C and D, which contain nine 
different issues each. The prices on С 
and D is three dollars each, or a 
combination Packet C & D for only 
$5.00. In fact, if you want a 
combination of any two packets, you 
сап have your choice of any two 
packets (18 different issues) for $5.00. 
out of the four that are available, If 
you wish to obtain all four packets, 36 
different issues, you can get them for 
$9.00, which is half of the cover price. 
Mail your order today for this limited 
offer to the Arena Distribution Office, 
1627 Shields Avenue, St. Paul, Minn. 
55104. Don’t forget to state which 
Packets you would like. 

Champion Sports and myself are 
Interested in publishing pictures of 
fans with or without wrestlers to po 
along with this column. If you have a 
picture you would like to have 
Published, please send it to me. Before 
losing, 1 would like to mention that it 
is the policy of Champion Sports and 
this writer not to advertise any fan 
clubs or service unless we have a 
sample of their work on file. I might 
also add that if you desire a personal 
reply from myself of any of the fan 
clubs or services listed, please enclose a 
self addressed stamped envelope. 
People who wish to get in contact with 
me can write me at 1627 Shields 
Avenue, St. Paul, Minn. 55104. 
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DANNY LITTLE BEAR, 


THE PROMOTER'S CORNER 
(Continued From Page 8) 

assure plenty of excitement. for the 
fans and plenty of work for the 
referees and promoters їп keeping 
them in line, 

Black Angus Campbell 
star from Glasgow, Scotland, is the 
current U.S, Central States Champion, 
Ihave trouble with Campbell, but even. 
more with his manager, Percival A 
Friend, who carries an attache case 
along with him everywhere and often. 
uses it for more than carrying his 
papers, 

Danny Little Bear and The Stomper 
top the tag scene, currently holding 
the North Tag Team 


the great 


American 


Championship, which they captured 
from Chati Yokuchi and Yasu Fuji 
Other wrestlers in the arca include 
Ron Etchison, Benny Ramirez (who 
was recently featured in LIFE 
magazine) and a newcomer named Bill 
Howard 


d like to close by saying that 


1 have enjoyed my long association 
with wrestling, 1 especially respect 
WRESTLING MONTHLY for its stand. 


on the World's Championship 
situation. I am especially grateful to 
Gust Karras for the long and successful 
association 1 have had with him and I 
think he is the finest promoter and 
опе of the finest men connected with 
ош great sport. 


Е О 


ЧОЕ ТНЕ WRESTLING. 


eae 


Wrestling. Monthly, Poll, Conducted By Michael Arndt 


Question: 
ог improvements would you like 


What improvement 


to see in the W.W.W.F. areas? 
VEN P. ARNDT, Hollis, 
A true champion. An 


annual battle royal at Madison 
Square Garden. Different 
wrestlers from the N.W.A.. 
АМ.А. and МЕЛ. and the 
J.W.A.” territory, And more 
masked wrestlers.” 

MARK BLAIRE, Brooklyn, 
N.Y.—"l'd like to see real 
champions (tag team and 


heavyweight champs) and Га like 
to see special matches like the 
Ones that go on in other areas. 
Masked wrestlers and lower 
ticket prices until they deserve 
the prices they are charging 
now." 

MARK ROSEN, Bronx, 
N.Y.— “New laws ‘to have 
masked wrestlers in New York 
and alo a new law for special 
matches such as battle royals, 
in New York 
LES KITTLES, Bronx, 
Га like to see different 
amd better wrestlers such 
Watts, Mil Masc: 
ete. А battle royal at 
Square Garde cage 
at Sunnyside С 
ticket prices for the 


match 
and lower 


there, and а bett 
MÀRK ADLER, 

N.Y.— "New laws on masked 
wrestlers, battle royals, cages 
matches to be held in New York 
areas. Also, putting the 
W.W.W.F, champion against 
other clean wrestlers and not 


always villains, and also put up 
his belt in other areas besides the 
WAWW.W.F, areas." 
POLLSTER MICHAEL 
ARNDT comments — I honestly 
think Vince McMahon опу 
considers and thinks of himself. 
and now his If we all got 
together and let McMahon know 
what we want we can have the 


very best our money can buy. 

Editor Norman Н. Kietzer 
Comments — This new opinion 
poll of wrestling fans is the first 
of several that we plan to publish 


On a regular basis. We have 
“picked on" the W.W.W.F. in 
this one. As editor, I want to 
point out that the opinions 


expressed here are not always the 
same as those of the ma 
However, we feel that every 
in wrestling should listen to the 
fans because when it comes 
down to the basics, it is the fans 
that either make or break 
wrestling. 

I want to state my 
opinion about the W.W.W.F.and 
wrestling in New York. 1 
basically feel that the fans here 
see. great talent, but that the 
talent is not always used in the 
proper way. However, I think 
that the New York State Athletic 
Commission is more responsible 
for this than the promoters of 
the W.W.W.F. 

My proof is this quote from a 
letter to Michael Arndt written 
by commission chairman 
B. Dooley. Mr. Dooley states, 

“As for your suggestions that 


we allow masks on wrestlers, 
battle royals, wrestling cages and 
brass knuckle matches, ti 


answer is definately “по. 

eral New York State Athletic 
Commissioners have rules against. 
such barbaric devices. We even go 
so far as to limit а tag team to 
two теп!” 

Гат certain that now that the 
commission has changed the rule 
against girl wrestling and 
admitted they were wrong tha 
Vince McMahon and Will 
Gilzenberg will waste no time in 
signing girl matches, 

1 am certain that if battle 
royals, masked wrestlers, cage 
matches, etc. were allowed that 
the promoters would have them. 


also. I disagree with Mr. Dooley. 
in his attempt to be a guardian of 
the wrestling fans’ morals and 
prevent them from seeing such 
matches as listed above, Such 
matches can be seen im New 
York City via television from 
California at the present time. In 
moderation and with top 
officials assigned to the matches, 
they need not be barbaric, 

Tt is the New York State 
Athletic Commission that assigns 
the officials to matches in this 
state, not the W.W.W.F., so here 
again I would lay the blame on 
the commission for not allowing 
such matches, 1 would further 
state that if they were allowed 
they would only become 
barbaric to the extent that the 
commission assigned inadequate 
officials to the match. 

1 would say that wrestling in 
Madison Square Garden, where 1 
attend matches regularly, is 
great. The talent is great and you 
cannot argue with the fact that 
they draw record crowds. 

My only complaint is how the 
talent is handled. In the past year. 
every main event has pitted 
Pedro Morales against a rough 
and brutal villain type wrestler. 

When 1 attend matches in 
other parts of the country there 
is more variety. Sure, N.W.A. 
champion Dory Funk Jr. and 

CA. Champion Verne Gagne 
fa rough and brutal 
challengers. But as true 
champions they face all types. 
Matches betweem two scientific. 
stars like Funk vs. Brisco and 
agne vs, Carpentier have drawn 
well elsewhere and would draw 
well here also. In fact, the one 
man right now that more New 
York fans would like to see face 
Pedro Morales more than any 
other is Bruno Sammartino. Why 
isn't such a match made? 
here are other matches that 
made that fans also 
onsider some of 
ensa in the New. 
like White Plains. 
there is far from 
Spectacular, If, instead of 
presenting rematches of Garden 
main events, such deserving 
Scientific challengers as Gorilla 
Monsoon, Jay Strongbow, ог 
Sonny King were given ‘title 
matches once in awhile I think it 
Would add a lot of interest in the 
sport in this area. 
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Madison Square Garden history. 


GORILLA MONSOON 
(Continued From Page 39) 


But Monsoon has mellowed a 
lot since then. Since becoming 

ssful he has reverted back 
more towards the style of his 
amateur days, reserving the 
brutal tactics only for those who 
push him to it. But when that 
happens he Out-brawl the 
best of them. 


His most recent success has 
been in Japan where he reached 
the finals of the 14th World 


League series promoted by the 
Japanese Wrestling Association. 
Participants in the series included 
Abdullah the Butcher, lone 
Negro, Dick Murdoch, Jose 
Lothario, Salvador Lothario, Jos 
Leduc, Killer Tim Brooks, The 
Mighty Brutus, Тһе Great 
Kojika, Mr. Ito, and Honshino. 

But'on the final night after 
about one month of action only 


two men were left, Monsoon and 


Cheif Jay Strongbow, Pedro Morales, and Gor 
the White Plains dressing room by reading a copy ot Wrestling 


Monsoon relax in 


Note the foreign object in the hand of King Curtis lauxea. ne 
match between Curtis and Monsoon was one of the móst brut 


Giant Baba. Baba won the 
tournament that night in Japan 


in a very close victory over 
Monsoon, but the New Jersey 
star gave a good account of 


himself and hopes to get a return 
match with the Japanese giant 
soon. 

Meanwhile Gorilla Monsoon is 
back the United States where 
he continues to do very well. He 
has a plodding e 
many say is sim 
boxing champion 
Monsoon keeps 
coming forward. He will take 
two or three kicks or punches to 
get in one good lick himself, but. 
when Monsoon makes a move his 
opponent really feels it. 

Gorilla Monsoon has had a 
spectacular career, but it is by по 
means over. In the years ahead 
he may well reach what is the 
goal for every professional 
wrestler and win the World's 
Heavyweight Championship. 


Frazier 


Joe 
continually 


Born, June 19, 1939, 
announcer” Jim Carlisle of 
WRBL-TV, Channel 3 
Columbus, Georgia, graduated 
from Jordan Vocational High 
School in Columbus in 1957. 
He's married to the former Miss 
Betty Ann Stokes of Columb 

They have one son — De 
Scott — born December 


in the radio 
television industry sin 
December 2, 1955, having 
started while still in high school. 


He has worked at stations in 
Chattanooga, Tenn 

Montgomery, Ala., Mobile, Ala., 
LaGrange, Georgia, and, of 


course, Columbus. Has now been 
with WRBL-TV, Channel 3, sinc 
September of 1965. Jim is very 
versatile on TV, having done just. 
about every type of program that 
there is. 

During the late 1960's, he did 
a very popular show for the 
younger set, called "Blast.Off 
with V-Man," a space-man type 
show, After V-Man appeared in а 
downtown Christmas parade one. 
year, the Columbus newspapers 
amê out with an article saying 
that V-Man drew more applause 
from the children, and seemed to 
Бе more popular with the 
children, than even Santa Claus 
himself. 

dim calls the 
Wrestling e 
afternoon at 4:00 on WRBL-TV. 


WRBL-TV, CHANNEL 3, 
COLUMBUS, GEORGIA 


Ring announcer Jim Carlista at auditorium. 


He is also the ring announcer 
at the wrestling matches at the 
Columbus Auditorium every 
Wednes 

He also 


Ringside With Jim C for 
the official wrestling. program 
which is sold every Wednesd 

night at the auditorium. He give 


background information on the 
various wrestlers who see action 
in the Columbus ring. 

All his wrestling activities are 
in association with promoter 
Fred Ward of Columbus: 

Jim's favorite pasttime and 
hobby is fishing. He goes just 
about every chance he gets. A 
member of the Loyal Order of 
Moose, Jim is a Past Governor of 


the Columbus, Georgia, Moose 
Lodge No. 1166. He is also a 
member of the Legion of the 
Moose 

Jim says that he e 
association with wrestlin 


glad the opportunity с: 
Way a couple of years 
Saturday afternoon wrestling 
telecasts have proven to be 

mely popular with the area 


overal of the wrestlers have 
told Jim that he is one of the 
best that they had ever heard at 
calling the action on ТУ. And, 
considering the fact that th 
had heard wrestling announcers 
all across the country, Jim 
considers this to be a' great 
compliment. 
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WM CHECKS OUT DENVER. 
(Continued From Page 21) 


А most exciting tag team battle saw Edouard Carpen 
Crusher team up against the Vachons. This night Mad Dog and 
Butcher were successful in keeping the AWA. tag team tit. 


‘The Crusher may be Denver's favorite wrestler. Here he is seen in 
the dressing room after a particularly difficult match that saw him 
соте out a battered and bloody victor. 


BERT ASSIRATI 
(Continued From Page 44) 


on that sport, he would surely 
have gained world honors. He 
could easily press 300 Ibs. at any 


time, and once did 160 Ib. with 
one hand press, and these feats 
alone are exceptional. If he had 
intended breaking world 
Weightlifting records, he would 
certainly have been of the calibre 
of the fantastic American, Paul 
Anderson 

On his 
American, 
East, В 
experience, and wi 
a world title bout 
then world champion, Frank 
Sexton, Bert was the worse for a 
heavy’ bout of influen: 
Nevertheless, he battled Sext 


tours of Europe 

India and the Far 
ained great 

he did 


in an hour-long match which 
ended in a draw. Bert became 
famous for his Boston Crab and 


the Double Elbow Back Drop. 
These combined with his great 
strength would overcome 
supsrior wrestlers, who just 
couldn't withstand this human 
powerhouse. 


Outside the ring, Bert was an 
easy-going champion, with a 
grand sense of humor, always 
ready to help youngsters to get 
to know the sport better, by 
imparting some of his knowledge 
to the 

Today, 
years of age, 
from arthritis 
However, 


Bert Азан is 62 
and suffers badly 
more the pity 

Bert enjoys, the same 


type of hero worship as was 
njoyed by George 
kenschmidt ^ when “The 


Russian Lion" w 
of his great career. 

Good luck, Bert Assirati — the 
man who did so much to uphold 
British wrestling for such a long 
period of years. 

To be a good wrestler—a 
man requires to be a top acrobat 

nd tumbler. But how many 
m the feat known as 
when a man has to 
hold himself at arm's length 
horizontal on a flag pole, as a 
flag? Bert Assirati could at his 
weight! 


at the height 
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HALL OF FAME 


srımouth. He 

made him famous an the у diron to the mat, This was something new 10 wrestling on 

January Bth, 1929, when Sonnenberg used a series of tiying tackles that ended with his bullet ke head winking deep 

Тохо the belly of Ed "Strangler" Lewis то won the World's Heavyweight Championship before more than 20,000 fans 
Gardens, 

Some writers have said that Sonnenberg was not a reat wrestler. They say that all he did was revolutionize the 
sport by introducing the flying type of tactics thot are still а most important part of wrestling. That is ike saving 
that the man who invented the forward pass in football was not a great player because he used an innovation. 

Yet, Sonnenbery's revolutionary style was within the rules of the sport and no one can fault his wrestling ability 
оп that score any more than you can fault Ed Levas for uring the headiock more effectively than any other wrestler 

or doing the same with the Боду scissors 
оо! that Gus Sonnenberg belongs in the Wrestling Hall of Fame alongside these others rs that alter winning 


le from Lewis he defended it for three years against the very best and didn’t lose it until he met Ed Don 
George n the Boston ring in 1931. 
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